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The passing of bill SB5o0, establishing Juneteenth as
an official Michigan State holiday, marks a resounding
moment of progress and unity. This historic occasion
invites us to delve into the captivating story behind
Juneteenth, reflect on its significance, and celebrate
the spirit of resilience and freedom.

Juneteenth, also known as Freedom Day or Emanci-
pation Day, commemorates the emancipation of en-
slaved African Americans in the United States. On
June 19, 1865, Union soldiers led by Major General
Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas, delivering
the long-awaited news of freedom, two and a half years
after the Emancipation Proclamation.

Juneteenth celebrations offer a vibrant tapestry of cul-
tural expressions, encompassing music, dance, art, and
community gatherings. It is a time for families, friends,
and neighbors to come together, share stories, and ap-
preciate the rich heritage of African American culture.
The jubilant atmosphere captivates all who participate,
from soulful rhythms to savory traditional dishes.

Beyond its historical significance, Juneteenth serves as

a reminder of the ongoing struggle for racial equality
and social justice. It prompts meaningful conversa-
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tions, challenges systemic barriers, and fosters
collective efforts towards an inclusive society. By
acknowledging the past, we lay the foundation
for a brighter future where dignity, respect, and
fairness are extended to every individual.

Aswe mark the official recognition of Juneteenth,
let us seize the opportunity to deepen our under-
standing of African American history and contri-
butions. It is a time for education, dialogue, and
fostering empathy within our communities. By
doing so, we ensure that the spirit of Juneteenth
resonates year-round, empowering us to create
lasting change.

The establishment of Juneteenth as an official
state holiday represents a significant milestone
on our journey towards a more equitable socie-
ty. It is a celebration of freedom, a testament to
resilience, and a call to action. Let us join hands,
honor this remarkable day, uplift marginalized
voices, and build a brighter future for all. As we
commemorate Juneteenth, may we be inspired to
stand up against injustice, foster understanding,
and create a world where freedom and equality
are cherished by every individual.
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Building Equitable and Effective Community-Academic
Partnerships: Insights and Tools from the CHECK-UP Workshop

By: Afrah Ali

The Center for Health Equity and Com-
munity Knowledge in Urban Popu-
lations (CHECK-UP) recently hosted
a workshop entitled “Processes and
Practices for Cultivating Meaningful
Community-Academic Partnerships.”
The event aimed to provide research-
ers and community stakeholders with
practical tools and insights for building
equitable and effective partnerships.
The workshop focused on fostering re-

The presenters emphasized the impor-
tance of engaging in meaningful dia-
logue with community stakeholders
from the outset of partnership devel-
opment, including understanding the
community’s needs, values, and per-
spectives and ensuring they are reflected
in research design and implementation.
They also highlighted the importance of
equitable compensation and recogni-
tion for community stakeholders, clari-

lationships based on mutual respect,
trust, and shared goals, and attendees
gained valuable insights into engaging
in meaningful dialogue with communi-
ty stakeholders, clarifying roles and re-
sponsibilities, and establishing appro-
priate frameworks for compensation
and credit.

fying roles and responsibilities upfront,
and establishing appropriate frame-
works for compensation and credit. This
ensures the community is adequately
compensated for their time, expertise,
and resources, and recognized as equal
partners in the research process.

community-engaged work were presented, demonstrating the transformative
impact that these partnerships can have on both the research process and the
community. These examples emphasized the importance of building trust and
relationships with the community, respecting their expertise and knowledge,
and co-designing research projects that address their needs and priorities.

Attendees received practical tools and
resources for formalizing academ-
ic-community research partnerships,
including guidance on selecting a com-
munity engagement approach, identi-
fying, and engaging potential commu-
nity partners, and setting appropriate
expectations for partners and projects.
The presenters also discussed ethical
considerations for engaging community
stakeholders in research.

Hayley Thompson, PhD, Professor in
the Department of Oncology at Wayne
State University and Associate Center
Director for Community Outreach and
Engagement at the Karmanos Cancer
Institute, moderated the event. Thomp-
son established KCI's Office of Cancer
Health Equity and Community Engage-
ment (OCHECE) and is the founding
director of the emerging Wayne State
University Center for Health Equity and
Community Knowledge in Urban Popu-
lations (CHECK-UP).

Overall, the workshop provided attendees with valuable insights and practical
tools for building equitable and effective partnerships between researchers and
community stakeholders. By fostering meaningful dialogue, building trust, and
co-designing research projects with the community, researchers can create part-
nerships that are truly transformative and impactful. The CHECK-UP initiative
serves as vital infrastructure to promote community engagement and collabo-
rative research efforts that address health disparities and promote health equity

in the Detroit metropolitan area.
Real-world case studies and examples of

Artist Devan Horton Uses Her Talent to Raise Awareness About
Human Impact on Nature

FREE OPINION PRESS:

ton, Kentucky, will feature an augmented reality
version of an 1880s house, encouraging the com-
munity to engage with the artwork.

Devan Horton, an artist based in Northern Kentucky,
has been making waves in the art world with her pow-
erful pieces that highlight the devastating impact of hu-
mans on nature. Through her work, Horton aims to raise
awareness about the abundance of trash left behind by
humans in nature, and the urgent need to protect the
environment.

Horton’s commitment to raising awareness about
the environment extends beyond her art. She is
curating artwork for the Green Umbrella Midwest
Regional Sustainability Summit in May, where she
hopes to inspire others to imagine a more sustain-

Horton’s passion for art and the environment has led her 1 61 ture.

to create a series called “Penchant,” which explores the
theme of waste in nature. Drawing inspiration from her
hikes through local parks, Horton’s paintings showcase
the abundance of trash left by humans and the impact it
has on the environment. She has partnered with organi-
zations such as Waste-Free Dayton to showcase her work
and bring attention to the issue.

In addition to her paintings, Horton has been exper-
imenting with using natural resources such as walnuts
and onion skins to create waste-free art. Her upcoming
collaboration with fellow artists on a mural in Coving-

Through her art, Horton serves as a powerful re-
minder of the need to protect and cherish the nat-
ural world. Her work encourages people to think
about the impact of their actions on the environ-
ment and to take steps to reduce waste and protect
the planet. In a world where climate change and
environmental destruction are becoming increas-
ingly urgent issues, artists like Horton play a vital
role in raising awareness and inspiring action.

Immigrant Rights Network urges the Biden administration not to move forward with
feeincreasesinits proposed regulatio

WASHINGTON -, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) released an unpublished proposed rule
that, if implemented, will increase certain immigration and
naturalization application fees, including family-sponsored
and employment-based visas, and other immigration bene-
fits. The National Partnership for New Americans (NPNA),
a leading network of 60 immigrant rights organizations in
40 states, strongly urges the Biden administration to reject
the proposed regulation, which, if it goes into effect, will
disproportionately impact low-income and working com-
munities seeking green cards or family reunions through
non-immigrant petitions and employment-related visas.
NPNA urges individuals and organizations to submit com-
ments against the proposed rule.

“Citizenship and other immigration benefits remain out
of reach for so many lower-income individuals that even
nominal fee increases will exacerbate current disparities in

access,” said Nicole Melaku, Executive Director of NPNA.
“This rule, if implemented, will price out eligible low-in-
come and working-class families from green cards, deepen
the cost of citizenship by 19%, and make it more difficult to
reunite with family members abroad - which already saw a
33% increase in green cards and a 35% - 101% rise in family
petitions. At the same time, as we grapple with a massive
labor shortages and the continued economic fallout of the
post-COVID economy, these increases could potentially
undermine recent successes that USCIS has achieved to-
wards reducing citizenship backlogs and restoring good
faith among USCIS and potential applicants.”

period closes on Monday, March 6, the federal government has
a legal obligation to review and address substantive comments
before finalizing the regulation, which can take several addi-
tional months. A previous fee-raising regulation by the Trump
administration was blocked by a federal court just days before it
was set to go into effect in October 2020 (after being proposed
in November 2019).

The USCIS proposed regulation, scheduled to be pub-
lished on Jan 4, 2023, will be open for public comment for
60 days. NPNA urges individuals and stakeholder organ-
izations to advocate against the proposed rule. Once this
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BY: AKRAM ALI

As we celebrate National DNA Day; it is important
to remember the monumental scientific undertak-
ing that took over a decade to complete - the Hu-
man Genome Project. The discovery of the DNA
double helix revolutionized the field of genetics,
and Rosalind Franklin, a British biophysicist,
played a crucial role in this discovery through her
work on X-ray crystallography to study the struc-
ture of DNA.

In the early 1950s, Franklin worked as a research
associate at King’s College London, where she
produced the now-famous “Photo 51" an X-ray
diffraction image of DNA that revealed its helical
structure. Despite her significant contribution,
Franklin’s work was largely overlooked during her
lifetime.

In 1953, James Watson and Francis Crick published
a paper in the journal Nature describing the dou-
ble helical structure of DNA. While they are now
well-known for their discovery, Watson and Crick
never did any experimental work to prove that their
structure was correct. The crucial evidence came
from Maurice Wilkins’ lab at King’s College, par-
ticularly the X-ray diffraction image known as Pho-
to 51, taken by Franklin and her PhD student Ray
Gosling.

While Watson and Crick’s model of the double he-

The Unsung Heroine of DNA: The Story of Rosalind Franklin's

Contributions to the Double Helix Discovery

lix structure of DNA was a significant milestone in the
history of science, they did not acknowledge Frank-
lin’s contributions to their work. It was not until after
Franklin’s death in 1958, at the age of 37, that her con-
tributions to the discovery of DNA were recognized.

In the years following her death, the scientific commu-
nity began to recognize Franklin’s crucial role in the
discovery of the structure of DNA. Although Watson,
Crick, and Wilkins were awarded the Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine in 1962 for their work on the
structure of DNA, Franklin was not included in the
award. However, her contributions were acknowledged
in the Nobel lecture.

Franklin’s legacy serves as a reminder of the impor-
tance of recognizing the contributions of all scientists,
regardless of their gender or background. Despite the
recognition that has since been given to Franklin’s
work, it is widely acknowledged that she did not re-
ceive the credit she deserved during her lifetime.

In conclusion, the discovery of the double helix struc-
ture of DNA by Watson and Crick was a significant
milestone in the history of science, but it was not
achieved by them alone. The contributions of other
scientists, particularly Rosalind Franklin, were crucial
to this groundbreaking discovery. It is important to ac-
knowledge the collaborative spirit of molecular biology
and the need to ensure that scientific discoveries are
made through ethical means.

Chaon Cross plays Dr. Rosalind Franklin in Anna Ziegler’s “Photograph 51” at Court Theatre.
(Photo by Michael Brosilow)

¥
I

Picture of the famous Franklin X-ray : Sodium deoxyribose nucleate from calf thymus, Structure B, Photo
51, taken by Rosalind E. Franklin and R.G. Gosling. Linus Pauling’s holographic annotations are to the right
of the photo. May 1952 ,2.
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Kelsey Hudie, a student at Henry Ford College, has be-
come an inspiration to many after refusing to let her
pregnancy stand in the way of receiving her associate in
arts degree. Despite being 38 weeks pregnant and dilat-
ed, Hudie walked across the stage to receive her degree.

you, Russ, and your friends to talk for an hour-and-
a-half so I need to graduate quickly.”

Hudie’s determination and resilience inspired her
fellow students and faculty members, despite her
being in labor. The news quickly spread on social
media, with many praising Hudie for her unwaver-
ing dedication.

Hudie’s determination caught the attention of the
school’s president, Russell Kavalhuna, who was informed
of her situation just before the ceremony. He quickly
took action and called Hudie up to the stage to receive
her degree.

Her story serves as a powerful reminder that any-
thing is possible with hard work and determination.
Hudie’s determination to receive her degree, even
while in labor, is a testament to her perseverance
and resilience. She celebrated her first Mother’s Day
on Sunday with both a newborn baby and a college
degree.

In his remarks, Kavalhuna expressed his admiration for
Hudie’s dedication. “When we bring people through
Henry Ford College, they've got grit. They've got perse-
verance,” he said. “And this student has told me, and us,
‘I'm going to walk across that stage despite the fact that I
am 38 weeks pregnant. I am dilated, and I can’t wait for

Hudie highlights the impact of her determination on oth-
ers. Her story serves as an inspiration to many and empha-
sizes the importance of hard work and never giving up on
one’s dreams. We wish herall the best in her future endeav-

The outpouring of support and congratulations for ©TS.
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President Biden Nominates Monica Bertagnolli for NIH Director Role

President Biden has announced his nomina-
tion of Monica Bertagnolli to fill the director
position at the National Institutes of Health
(NIH). Bertagnolli, who is currently the Na-
tional Cancer Institute’s (NCI) director, has
extensive experience leading large organ-
izations and the surgical oncology unit at
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. If confirmed
by the Senate, she will become the second
woman to lead the NIH, and the first cancer
surgeon to hold the role. Dr. Bertagnolli is a
world-renowned surgical oncologist, cancer
researcher, educator, and physician-leader
who has the vision and leadership needed to
deliver on NIH’s mission to seek fundamen-
tal knowledge and promote human health.

The position has been vacant since the resig-
nation of Francis Collins in December 2021,
with Lawrence Tabak serving as acting direc-
tor since then. During a Senate panel hearing
on the proposed 2024 budget, Tabak faced

scrutiny from members regarding the NIH’s
handling of Covid-19 messaging and funding
for cancer and Alzheimer’s disease research.

Statement from President Biden: “Dr. Bertag-
nolli has spent her career pioneering scientific
discovery and pushing the boundaries of what
is possible to improve cancer prevention and
treatment for patients and ensuring that pa-
tients in every community have access to qual-
ity care.

Throughout her career, Dr. Bertagnolli has
been at the forefront of clinical and research
oncology and championed collaborative initi-
atives to transform the data infrastructure for
clinical cancer research. She served as group
chair of the Alliance for Clinical Trials in On-
cology, a National Clinical Trials Network
member organization, and was the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Alliance Foundation Trials,
LLC, a not-for-profit corporation that con-

ducts international cancer clinical trials and focuses on the inclusion of
rural communities in clinical studies.Dr. Bertagnolli is currently Director
of the National Cancer Institute (NCI), the first woman to serve as NCI
Director. She previously served as the Richard E. Wilson Professor of Sur-
gery in the field of surgical oncology at Harvard Medical School, a surgeon
at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, and a member of the Gastrointestinal
Cancer Treatment and Sarcoma Centers at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.
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Passion, Perseverance, and Progress:
The Journey of Neil Nazar Al-Saidi Through Medical School

BY: AKRAM ALI

Neil Nazar Al-Saidi is a third-year medical student at Central
Michigan University College of Medicine (CMED) with a mul-
tifaceted background as a researcher and educator. His experi-
ence being raised in a rural community of Michigan alongside
his diverse Iraqi and Kurdish background has inspired a pas-
sion for mentorship and community outreach. He is actively
involved in multiple research projects across diverse medical
fields and institutions, including Orthopaedic & Neurological
Surgery, Anesthesia, Medical Linguistics, and Humanitarian
Health Services with notable peer reviewed publications and
conference presentations.

Neil has made numerous contributions to medical educa-
tion, including, but not limited to, cohost & moderator of the
Essence of Medicine YouTube Channel with Spine Surgeon
Dr. Hamid Abbasi, hosting live sessions biweekly. He is the
founder of the Inspired Spine Student Research Institute and
serves as cocreator & instructor for both the novel Medical Ar-
abic National Program at the University of Michigan Medical
School and the American Medical Muslim Student Associa-
tion Systematic Review Course.

In addition to his academic pursuits, Neil is a dedicated ath-
lete; he achieved 1st and 2nd place State of Michigan 2016 titles
through the American Taekwondo Association and 4th place
in the 2017 Midwest District Championship. His community
service was recognized through formal invitation to the El-Hi-
bri Peace Awards ceremony as well as an honorable nomina-
tion as the Master of Ceremonies Speaker for the 4th Annual
National Iraqi American Union Gala hosting over 700 attend-
ees. His leisure is spent adventuring in the great outdoors to
embrace his appreciation of national parks.

In this spotlight interview, Neil shares his insights on his
research interests, community outreach experiences,
multicultural background, academic and athletic com-
mitments, the Inspired Spine Student Research Insti-
tute, his future plans in medicine and advice for young
students pursuing their career goals.

your research experiences span across various medical
disciplines. How do you prioritize your research interests
and choose the projects you want to work on?

Managing responsibilities across multiple institutions and
projects is a challenging and rewarding experience. Resilience,
diversity in teamwork, and transparency are key components
of success. I strive to follow the advice of the fictional charac-
ter Uncle Iroh who said, “it is important to draw wisdom from
different places. If you take it only from one place it grows rigid
and stale.” Thus, the most important quality of a student is
to forge the tools of learning within the mind and spearhead
their passions through a clearly defined plan without limiting
yourself through perceived individual potential.

You have been involved in numerous community out-
reach programs. Could you tell us more about your ex-
periences and how they have influenced your approach
to medicine?

My involvement in community outreach serves as a constant
reminder of why I choose to pursue this path. My aspiration
is to embody the ideals of the Golden Age of Mesopotamia,
where academia, education, innovation, and cultural en-
richment flourished. By doing so, I aim to become a beacon
of guidance and inspiration for my community, mentoring
younger generations and continuing the transformative in-
vestments made through my own mentors guidance.

As a member of the Executive Board of the Medical Arabic
Curriculum Committee, I am committed to addressing com-
munication barriers in healthcare. We aim to enhance the
cultural competence and sensitivity of healthcare students
and medical personnel towards immigrants and refugees, ulti-
mately improving healthcare outcomes for all patients.

Your multicultural background and upbringing in a rural
community have played a significant role in shaping your
passion for mentorship and medical education. Could
you share more about how these experiences have influ-
enced your journey in medicine?

My experience of being raised in a rural community has in-
stilled in me a deep appreciation for mentorship & opportuni-

- N
ties as a vital student resource.
As someone who is passionate about improving public
health outcomes in communities with limited access to re-
sources, CMED’s mission aligns with my values and goals.

I revere the mentors who have provided me the space to
grow as a student and I forward this through creating en-
riching avenues of opportunity for up-and-coming stu-
dents to explore their potential. My passion for inspiring
students is deeply rooted in my family history. As the first
American-born child of parents who fled their respective
homelands in the Middle East due to life-threatening cir-
cumstances, I have witnessed firsthand the fleeting se-
curity that life portends. My home embodies three core
languages that echo alongside my journey: Arabic, Kurd-
ish, and English. Growing up, I became accustomed to
the linguistic nuances of these languages, including the
generous Arabic phrase ‘Ala Rasi’ and the Kurdish phrase
‘Sar Chawim, which both convey a willingness to grant a
request to the extent that one will sacrifice their head and
eyes to complete it. Their refugee experiences fuels me
to empower students through academic and community
support, recognizing the imperative role for one’s flour-
ishment.

You have achieved success both academically and in
your athletic pursuits. How do you balance your com-
mitments and maintain focus on your goals?

Achieving a balance between mind and body can be a chal-
lenging task. During my first year, I struggled to maintain
this balance but was able to utilize the summer to get back
on track. As my second year approached, I found it diffi-
cult to exercise, so [ shifted my focus to a healthy diet. I
have been able to protect time for my physical and men-
tal health by prioritizing physical activities in my leisure,
such as mountain biking, hiking, and skiing.

Could you tell us more aboutyourrole in the Inspired
Spine Student Research Institute and how it aims
to impact the medical community?

I joined the Inspired Spine Surgical Institute in

February of 2022, and since then, Dr. Abbasi i
has been the cornerstone in my develop-
ment. Through my experience in cohost-

ing & moderating the CT/MRI Imaging

course, research projects, and the bi-

weekly educational case studies pre-

sented live on YouTube - I strive to em-

body his leadership traits. As a result, I

created a student focused division with-

in the institute to lead & manage research
projects for aspiring students. My aim is to pay
forward his humble support by expanding the opportu-
nities to more students. In my experience, resilient stu-
dents require additional educational environments that
can sponsor their journey. Our aim at the Inspired Spine
Student Research Institute is to make a positive impact
on the medical community by providing opportunities
for students to conduct meaningful research and build
strong mentor-mentee relationships.

AN

What are your future plans in the medical field, and
how do you see yourself contributing to the commu-
nity and the field of medicine in the long run?

My aspiration in medicine involves a multidisciplinary ap-
proach to practicing Orthopaedic and Neurological Sur-
gery to restore structure and function. At the University of
Utah, I was exposed to a clinical project of a prosthetic that
was structurally attached to the lower limb of the human
body - man and machine became one. The idea of bion-
ic prosthetics seems to be science fiction, but as philoso-
pher Friedrich Nietzsche once said, “those who were seen
dancing were thought to be insane by those who could not
hear the music.” My commitment to being a student comes
from practicing epistemology, the theory of knowing, and
I am grateful to enrich my contribution and education at
Mayo Clinic’s Clinical Trial of Traumatic Spinal Cord Inju-
ry this summer.

I yearn for a positive humanitarian impact by leaving a
trail of healing in my wake through restoring the neuro-
musculoskeletal system of those affected by conflict and
terror in the Middle East. Through the effectiveness of a
well-rounded team, I hope to not only heal the physical
wounds but also restore hope and confidence in these com-
munities.

As a successful medical student and researcher, what
advice would you give to young students who are pur-
suing their education and career goals? How can they
stay motivated and achieve success in their chosen
field?

You have the power to create yourself from scratch and de-
termine the main character to narrate your own story. As
Carl Jung once advised, “the world will ask you who you are,
and if you don’t know, the world will tell you.” You won't
always know the best move on the chess board; however,
failing forward is the investment in success. Once they
have found their passion, it is essential to set achievable
goals and push beyond their perceived limits. Additionally,
a support system is crucial for receiving valuable feedback
and constructive criticism to become well-rounded. The
invaluable presence of my friends and family is something
for which I cannot express enough gratitude. It's important
to be persistent in your direction and adaptable to chang-
ing circumstances; this combination will carve the path
before you.
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Wayne County Airports Receive 23$ Million in Federal Grants for Upgrades

FREE OPINION PRESS:

The funding provided by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (FAA)
through the Airport Improvement
Program will be utilized for the con-
struction of a new taxiway at the Wil-
low Run Airport and the reconstruc-
tion of a taxiway at the Detroit Metro
Wayne County Airport (DTW). Both
airports serve as major transportation
hubs for Michigan, and the grants are
expected to significantly improve air
travel and promote economic growth
in the region.

Reconstructing the taxiway at DTW
will increase the airport’s capacity
and ensure safer travel for passengers.
The new parallel taxiway at Willow
Run Airport will help increase the
airport’s efficiency in transporting
cargo, which plays a crucial role in the
economic development of the region.
With the new infrastructure in place,
the airports are expected to better
meet the increasing demand for air
travel and cargo transportation in the
coming years.

Chad Newton, CEO of the Wayne
County Airport Authority, expressed
his gratitude for the grants and the
tireless advocacy of U.S. Senators
Gary Peters and Debbie Stabenow,
Congresswoman Debbie Dingell, and
the Michigan congressional delega-
tion. He also thanked the FAA for its
continued support and understand-
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ing of the airports’ infrastructure needs.

The grants will not only improve the infrastructure of the airports but also create
jobs in the region. The construction of the new taxiway at Willow Run Airport is
expected to create 8o new jobs, while the reconstruction of the taxiway at DTW is
expected to create an additional 40 jobs. These jobs will provide a boost to the local
economy and help support the growth of the aviation industry in Michigan.

The announcement of the grants comes at a time when the aviation industry is still
recovering from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The grants will help im-
prove the capacity and efficiency of the airports, enabling them to better serve pas-
sengers and cargo transportation in the post-pandemic era. With the funding pro-
vided by the FAA, the Wayne County Airport Authority is committed to improving
the airports’ infrastructure and ensuring that they remain an essential component
of Michigan’s economy for years to come.

The grants provided by the FAA through the Airport Improvement Program will
significantly improve the infrastructure of the Detroit Metro Wayne County Air-
port and the Willow Run Airport. The funding will create jobs, promote economic
growth, and enhance air travel and cargo transportation in the region. The Wayne
County Airport Authority is grateful for the grants and the support of the Michigan
congressional delegation and the FAA.
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Michigan Central Launches Newlab Detroit Headquarters
in Restored Book Depository for Mobility Innovation

Michigan Central, a 30-acre center
focused on mobility-focused technol-
ogies, has launched with the official
grand opening of Newlab Detroit’s
headquarters in the restored Book
Depository building. The project, in-
itiated by Ford executive chairman
Bill Ford, aims to create an open plat-
form that will accelerate the devel-
opment of breakthrough solutions
at the intersection of mobility and
society. Newlab Detroit will create a
center of gravity for startups, entre-
preneurs, engineers, and scientists to
build breakthrough companies in De-
troit. The 270,000-square-foot dynam-
ic workplace features purpose-built
labs to advance innovation and has
already attracted more than 150 mem-
bers from over 25 companies, half of
which are from the Detroit area. The
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companies already located at Newlab have
raised over $500 million in venture capi-
tal funding. Newlab will connect member
companies with the resources they need to
build faster, stronger companies, includ-
ing purpose-built prototyping labs, pilot
projects, and direct venture investment

through an exclusive partnership with Detroit and beyond.

New System Ventures. Newlab will leverage Michigan Central’s
strategic advantages and agile platform for experimentation to
enable rapid pilot deployment and iteration in the public right
of way. Michigan Central represents a major milestone toward
creating a world-leading open platform to advance mobility and
drive transformative, innovation-led economic development in



