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Gov. Whitmer Joins Wayne State University
to Announce New Initiative, Lowering the Cost of College

LANSING, Mich - Governor Gretchen Whitmer
joined Wayne State University officials to announce
the

Wayne State Guarantee, a new initiative offering in-
coming Michigan students with family incomes of
$70,000 or less a tuition-free degree with zero out-of-
pocket expenses. The program will begin in the fall

of 2023 and cover the full cost of tuition and standard
fees. This is made possible thanks to

the bipartisan Michigan Achievement Scholarship
program, which Governor Whitmer signed into law in
2022, saving students up to $8,250 on their associate
degree at a community college, up to $20,000 at a
private college, or up to $27,500 at a public university.

“Students in Michigan deserve the opportunity to re-
ceive quality, affordable higher education,”

said Governor Whitmer. “I'm proud to work with uni-
versities across the state to lower the cost of

college for Michigan students and help them gain the
skills to be prepared for the new and expanding
businesses coming to the state. Last year, almost half of
first-year students at Wayne State University

had zero out-of-pocket expenses, with this initiative,
the university is offering that opportunity to even
more students.”

“When we invest in students, we invest in Michigan’s
future,” said Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist II. “The

Wayne State Guarantee will be a game chang-
er for Michigan students, helping them get a
high-quality

education with zero out-of-pocket expenses. The
best path to a higher quality of life and higher
income

is getting a degree. The Guarantee will help us
grow economic opportunity for

Michiganders and achieve our Sixty by 30 goal to
get 60% of Michiganders a postsecondary degree
or certificate by 2030. Governor Whitmer and
I will keep working hard to help every student
achieve

their dreams and get a great education.”

“Wayne State has a long history of being a uni-
versity of access and opportunity, and now our
commitment to making a college degree afforda-
ble comes in the form of a guarantee,” said Roy
M.

Wilson, Wayne State University President. “We
are excited to expand the opportunity for an
affordable, world-class education to more War-
riors. We are grateful for Governor Whitmer’s
leadership

in establishing the Michigan Achievement
Scholarship and paving the way for Michigan-
ders to pursue

tuition-free higher education.”
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By : Akram Aldilaimi

Cancer is a disease that affects millions of people
around the world and often leads to devastating out-
comes. Despite the progress made in the treatment
of cancer, the road to recovery can still be long and
difficult. That’s why it’s so important to find new and
innovative ways to improve patient outcomes. One of
the most promising areas of research is the immune
system and its role in fighting cancer. Accurate quan-
tification of immune cells in the tumor microenviron-
ment is key to understanding and treating the disease.

One of the most difficult cells to quantify in the tu-
mor microenvironment is the T cell. T cells have been
shown to predict patient response to treatments such
as anti-PD-1 therapy more accurately than on-label
PD-L1 tests. The benefits of anti-PD-1 therapies are
durable and robust, but despite their success in some
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patients, the overall treatment response rate is typical-
ly less than 25 percent. This is why current efforts to
improve patient response prediction focus on immune
cell measurements and comprehensive immune profil-
ing of the tumor.

A recent study demonstrated that nuanced T cell state
characterization may provide a more accurate basis
for predicting anti-PD-1 response. This research rep-
resents a clear shift in diagnostics - from merely de-
tecting the presence of T cells to detecting and quanti-
fying cell states. The more we understand the immune
composition and immune state in the tumor microen-
vironment, the closer we get to understanding which
patients will benefit most from immunotherapies such
as anti-PD-1 immune checkpoint inhibitors.

I personally know someone who has been affected
by cancer and the journey to recovery was long and
difficult. But with advanced technologies, such as
high-throughput sequencing and machine learning,
the future looks promising. I have faith that with the
continued research in this field, more and more people
will have access to treatments that can save their lives
and allow them to live healthy and happy lives once
again.In conclusion, the fight against cancer is far from
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Fighting Cancer with Advanced T Cell State Characterization

over, but with innovative approaches to understanding
the immune system, we are one step closer to making a
real difference in the lives of those affected by this dev-
astating disease. It’s time to take action and support
the research that is bringing hope to millions of people
around the world.
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CourtOrders Detroit Museum to Keep Disputed Van Gogh Painting

The world of art has been rocked by a legal dispute be-
tween a Brazilian collector and a museum in Detroit,
over the custody of an 1888 painting by Vincent van Gogh
titled “The Novel Reader”. Gustavo Soter claims to have
purchased the painting for $3.7 million in 2017, but it
has been missing for almost six years after a “third party”
took possession of it. Soter’s art brokerage company, Bro-
kerarte Capital Partners, filed a lawsuit seeking a court
order to direct the museum to surrender the painting,
but it was dismissed by U.S. District Judge George Caram
Steeh in Detroit.

The case has taken a new turn as the 6th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in Cincinnati has ordered the Detroit
Institute of Arts to keep custody of the painting while the
appeal filed by Brokerarte raises issues that deserve full
pleading and reasoned consideration. This comes after
Judge Steeh ruled that the painting could not be seized
because it is protected by a federal law that grants immu-
nity to foreign artwork on display in the United States.

The Detroit Institute of Arts had exhibited the painting
as part of the “Van Gogh in America” exhibition, which

ended recently. Dozens of paintings by the Dutch mas-
ter were on loan to the museum, but the institution
has not disclosed publicly how it obtained “The Nov-
el Reader” for the show, stating only that it came from
Brazil. The painting was not listed as stolen by the FBI
or the international Art Loss Register, according to the
museum.

The museum’s spokesperson, Megan Hawthorne, stat-
ed that the institution “will fully comply with the order
from the U.S. Court of Appeals regarding the custody of
‘The Novel Reader’ and will be responding on January
30 to the plaintiff’s recent pleading.” The court has or-
dered the museum to retain possession of the painting
while the legal dispute continues.

This case highlights the challenges faced by museums
and art collectors when dealing with the ownership
and custody of valuable works of art. It also brings to
the fore the importance of proper documentation and
transparency in the acquisition and loaning of such
pieces. The Detroit Institute of Arts is expected to con-

tinue to fight for the custody of “The Novel Reader”, and it
remains to be seen what the outcome of the legal dispute
will be. However, for now, the painting will remain in the
museum’s custody, pending the outcome of the appeal
filed by Brokerarte Capital Partners.

Ukrainian Ballet Refugees Showcase Talent in Giselle at Kennedy Center

A group of 60 Ukrainian ballet dancers, who are refugees
from the Russian invasion in Ukraine, will showcase their
talents in Giselle at the Kennedy Center in Washington
D.C. this weekend. Led by the artistic director Igone de
Jongh, a former prima ballerina with the Dutch National
Ballet, the United Ukrainian Ballet Company was formed
with the help of local officials and dance professionals.
Many of the dancers, including Vladyslava Thnatenko,
had to flee Ukraine by train, bus, car, and even on foot
to escape the Russian invasion. Ihnatenko was dancing
with the Odesa Opera House when the Russians invad-
ed, and she could hear explosions from her apartment.
She decided to leave at that point, and the journey was
difficult for many of the dancers, but they were deter-
mined to continue their passion for dance.

The company’s principal dancer, Oleksii Kniazkov, said
that he hopes that their performances will help raise
awareness about the ongoing war in Ukraine. Despite the
challenges they have faced, the dancers are determined
to keep working and to bring attention to the situation
in Ukraine. The United Ukrainian Ballet Company has
dancers from across the country, representing different

theaters, cities, and regions, and they hope to showcase
the unity of their country through their performances.

At first, almost all the dancers who made it to Holland
were young women as most Ukrainian men were not
allowed to leave the country. But with the formation of
the United Ukrainian Ballet Company, the government
made an exception for the male dancers. Kniazkov stat-
ed, “I'm not a soldier, a warrior. I don’t know anything
about these things, but I can dance, and I hope it will be
more useful for supporting Ukraine.”

The dancers’ stories of how they fled Ukraine by train,
bus, car, and on foot are harrowing, with Thnatenko
describing the hardest moment when she took the
train from Odesa to leave, and it was crowded with
children and old people with animals, and everyone
was in shock. The United Ukrainian Ballet Company
performed Giselle in London last year, and they hope
that this year’s trip to the Kennedy Center will remind
American audiences that the war is still ongoing and to
raise awareness about the situation in Ukraine.
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Detroit Police Department Explorers Program Visits State Capitol

to Learn about Legislative Process and I.eadershlp

Lansing-MI: State Senator for District 2, Sylvia San-
tana, welcomed more than 50 students and police
officers from the Detroit Police Department Explor-
ers Program to the State Capitol on February 22. The
Explorers and their police mentors had the unique
opportunity to learn about the legislative process, a
day in the life of a Senator, and how they can make an
impact on legislation.

The Detroit Police Department Explorers Program is
a youth program for young people aged 14-21 who are
interested in law enforcement. The program provides
young people with opportunities to learn about law
enforcement careers, as well as leadership, teamwork,
and community service.

During their visit to the State Capitol, the Explorers
and their mentors had the chance to observe the legis-
lative process firsthand. They spent time in the Senate
Chamber with Senator Santana, learning about how
legislation is created and passed. Senator Santana also
shared her own experiences as a legislator, providing
the young people with insight into what a day in the
life of a legislator is like.

The visit to the State Capitol was an exciting opportu-
nity for the young people in the Detroit Police Depart-
ment Explorers Program. They had the chance to see
the impact they can make on legislation and to learn
more about how they can serve their communities
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in the future.Senator Santana was impressed with the
young people and their mentors, saying, “It was amazing
to see these wonderful future leaders in Lansing.” She
also praised the Detroit Police Department for its com-
mitment to providing young people with opportunities
to learn about law enforcement careers and to serve their
communities.

The Detroit Police Department Explorers Program is
just one of many youth programs offered by law enforce-
ment agencies across the country. These programs pro-
vide young people with opportunities to learn about law
enforcement careers and to serve their communities. By
supporting these programs, law enforcement agencies

are helping to build stronger, safer communities for
everyone.

In conclusion, the visit of the Detroit Police De-
partment Explorers Program to the State Capitol
was an exciting opportunity for the young people
to learn about the legislative process and how they
can make an impact on legislation. Senator Santana
welcomed them and provided them with valuable
insight into what a day in the life of a legislator is
like. It is important for law enforcement agencies
to continue to support youth programs like the Ex-
plorers Program to help build stronger, safer com-
munities.

New York City Mayor Eric Adams has appointed Muham-
mad U. Faridi as the independent civilian representative
to the New York City Police Department’s (NYPD) Hand-
schu Committee. The committee oversees NYPD’s poli-
cies and practices regarding investigations of political
activity, including terrorism investigations, and ensures
compliance with the terms of the agreement set forth
under a 1985 consent decree. Faridi, a Muslim-American

lawyer and former chair of the executive committee of

the New York City Bar Association, will be the first Mus-
lim-American to hold the role, replacing former US Dis-
trict Judge Stephen Robinson.

Mayor Adams hailed Faridi’s appointment as evidence
of his commitment to ensuring justice and safety for
all New Yorkers, regardless of their background. NYPD
Commissioner Keechant L. Sewell also welcomed the
appointment, stating that the police department looked

forward to working with Faridi to strengthen commu-
nity relations, ensure further confidence in the NYPD’s
intelligence gathering processes, and keep the city safe.
The independent civilian representative on the Hand-
schu Committee serves a five-year term and is tasked
with monitoring police investigations relating to sensi-
tive matters and reporting any abuse of civil liberties to
the NYPD commissioner and the federal judge assigned
to the Handschu case. Following the resolution of two
federal lawsuits alleging the improper investigations of
the Muslim community in 2017, New York City created
the Handschu Committee and a civilian representative
that serves on the committee.

Faridi said he was honored to be appointed to the role
and looked forward to working with all constituents
of the Handschu Committee in ensuring transparency
and fairness in some of the most important work that

the NYPD does to keep the city and country safe. The
Handschu Committee includes nine NYPD members
and the independent civilian representative.

e
Detroit to Invest 1008 Million from American Rescue Plan Act to Get

Unemployed Detroiters Back to Work

Detroit to Invest $100 Million in Job Training with American cles such as childcare, lack of transpor-

Rescue Plan Act Funds.

The city of Detroit is set to receive a boost in job training help to address these challenges and
programs with a $100 million investment from the American provide opportunities for individuals to
Rescue Plan Act. The funding is aimed at assisting Detroiters succeed in the long term.

in their efforts to return to work after being affected by the Each of the 18 organizations will be

COVID-19 pandemic fallout.

Mayor Mike Duggan announced on Friday that the city will participant completes a program, the
provide the funds to 18 Detroit organizations that will dis- organization can receive up to $8,800,
tribute scholarships for adult education programs. The pro- providing an incentive for them to en-
grams will focus on teaching reading and writing skills, GED sure the long-term success of their par-
programs, and other job training courses. The funding will ticipants.

also cater specifically to individuals who have been unem-

ployed for more than six months.

tation, and housing insecurity. Headded
that the new job training programs will

paid monthly based on the milestones
achieved by program participants. If a

Laura Chavez, a member of the South-
west Detroit Business Association,

Mayor Duggan explained that those who have been unem- emphasized the importance of the possess. She expressed conﬁd.er_lce that the program would hel_p to
ployed for a lengthy period are likely to face significant obsta- multi-language skills that Detroiters find work placements for participants and benefit the community.
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Iraqi American Students Union Hosts Successful 4th

Annual Scholarship Gala

The Iraqi American Students Union (IAU) recently held
its fourth annual Scholarship Gala at the Soho Grand
Banquet & Event Center. The event attracted over 700
attendees, who came together to celebrate the academ-
ic achievements of Iraqi American students and show
their support for the community.

Established in 2017, the IAU aims to promote and ad-
vance the professional development of Iraqi American
students, as well as provide a safe space for them on
college campuses. The organization is committed to
showcasing Iraqi culture and heritage through cultural
events, serving Iraqi cuisine, and promoting Iraq’s rich
history. Currently, there are four IAU chapters based on
college campuses in Michigan, and the organization
hopes to continue expanding the representation and
exposure of the Iraqi American community on college
campuses.

The Scholarship Gala was not only a celebration but
also a fundraiser, providing financial assistance to those

pursuing their dreams. The event was filled with
enthusiastic energy, making it an absolute pleas-
ure to attend. MC Neil Al-Saidi and Hawar Alwa-
hah’s opening remarks set the tone for an exciting
evening, with introductions by Presidents Yousuf
Altammeemi, Noor Alchalabi, Ali Kurmasha, and
Layn Talib continuing the festivities.

One of the highlights of the evening was the keynote
conversation by Neil Nakkash with Dr. Mona Han-
na-Attisha. Dr. Hanna-Attisha is an accomplished
academic and an inspiring change-maker who was
named one of Time magazine’s 100 Most Influential
People in the World and recognized as one of USA
Today’s Women of the Century for her role in un-
covering the Flint water crisis and leading recovery
efforts. Her work highlights the importance of advo-
cacy and community-building, values that the IAU
shares.

The organization aims to provide support and re-
sources to Iraqi American students and promote
understanding and appreciation of Iraqi culture and
heritage.

The Scholarship Gala was a testament to the success
of the IAU’s mission and the importance of support-
ing the next generation of leaders in the Iraqi Amer-
ican community.

Several individuals were recognized for their out-
standing achievements during the event, including
scholarship award recipients Ola Albayati, Neil Na-
kkash, Mehdi Alsaffar, and Zeinab H. Alhashemi.

[
‘\
Additionally, the Academic Students of the Year
award was presented to Iman Alshawk, while Zeinab
Alhashemi was named Community Member of the
Year.

The event concluded with a Rose ceremony for the
IAU Executive Board and an outstanding perfor-
mance by the Chobi AU team, showcasing the beau-
tiful traditional Iraqi dance style known as Chobi.

Overall, it was an enthusiastic celebration, and we
are proud to support the IAU’s commitment to ed-
ucation and community-building. Congratulations
to all the scholarship recipients and award winners,
and to the IAU for another successful gala!

By: Jina Sawani

As a fourth-year medical student at the University of
Michigan Medical School, Ahmad Hider is already quite
impressive. But in addition to being an aspiring physi-
cian, Hider is also a fellow at the Clinton Global Initi-
ative University, or CGI U, a community of individuals
committed to developing innovative solutions to various
worldwide problems.

“I'm really honored to be a part of this community of in-
novators,” said Hider. “The opportunity to connect with
leaders in technology, health care, business and other
fields has been tremendous. Our cohort of students is
constantly learning from one another and pushing each
other to implement our diverse platforms.”

When Hider first learned of the CGI U, he submitted an
application about his “commitment to action,” which
focused on improving the lives of patients with cystic
fibrosis.

“My younger brother has cystic fibrosis, and this inspired
a lot of my work as a medical student. In fact, it’s the rea-
son why I entered the field of medicine in the first place,”
said Hider. “In my clinical year, it has been a profound
experience to work with patients with this condition and
it's definitely something I want to continue throughout
my career.”

Hider notes that his passion for advocacy surrounding
cystic fibrosis ultimately laid the groundwork for his
commitment to action with the CGI U.

“Our general understanding of cystic fibrosis has dra-
matically improved since the 1930s,” said Hider. “But if
we look at countries like Egypt, Turkey and Ethiopia, for
example, theyre categorized as low-to-middle income
countries with a life expectancy rate of just 10 to 15 years
for individuals with the condition. When we compare
this to countries with higher incomes, the life expectan-
cy rates often exceed 50 years of age. Obviously, there isa
huge disparity here that needs to be addressed.”

According to Hider, there is a general lack of awareness
around cystic fibrosis in lower income countries, which

onaglobalscale

yields poor patient care and ultimately, lower life ex-
pectancy rates.

“This inspired me to partner with my foundational
mentor, Samya Nasr, M.D., who is a pediatric pulmo-
nologist at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital,” said Hider.
“She has been incredibly influential in the world of
cystic fibrosis and our goal became creating a global
registry for patients with the condition. By tracking
which countries are the most impacted by cystic fi-
brosis, as well as the resources needed to improve
patient life expectancy rates, we hope to improve the
lives of individuals across the world who are impact-
ed by this disease.”

In partnership with the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation,
Hider plans to work on this initiative throughout the
year, with continued mentorship from the Clinton
Foundation, in addition to his course electives and
other medical school-related obligations.

“I know it’s a huge undertaking, but this work means
a lot to me,” said Hider. “The first stage revolves
around identifying the countries within our registry
and where access to care and treatments will be as-
sessed. Then, we will focus on pushing past that stage
and getting our feet wet by really implementing the
work.”

Hider says that his ultimate goal is to create a cur-

ricular educational system that can be provided to
hospitals and other health care facilities that truly
don'’t have a full understanding of what cystic fibro-
sis is.

“There are countries in this world that don’t even
identify cystic fibrosis as an actual disease,” said
Hider. “By distributing this curriculum, we can
drum up awareness around patient data and then
advocate for more resources to be sent to these
countries when needed.”

Hider is currently thinking about pursuing general
surgery as he continues in his medical career. How-
ever, advocating against health inequities and im-
proving the lives of others will always remain at the
forefront of all that he does.

“I've witnessed many disparities in medicine, es-
pecially as a clinical student. Many of my patients
come to me with factors in their lives that are out
of their control,” he said. “Social determinants of
health play an important role in health outcomes.
And addressing concerns ranging from medication
accessibility to transportation ultimately impacts
the lives of patients and patient care. We all know
that improvements in health care are needed, and
the patients are the ones who continue to inspire
me. | want to make it my life’s work to improve ac-
cess to health care, as well as the lives of others.”

Sources: University of Michigan
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Dr. Sabrina Evans, Dan Fayad Elected Newest Members of the

Dearborn Education Foundation Board of Directors

Dearborn — The Dearborn Education
Foundation announced the addition
of two new members to its board of
trustees following its Feb. 8 meeting.

Dr. Sabrina Evans and Dan Fayad join
the nonprofit organization immedi-
ately as active participants, serving as
advocates for the 30-year-old Foun-
dation and advancing its policies and
programs. Both are Dearborn resi-
dents.

“I am excited to welcome Dr. Evans
and Mr. Fayad to the Dearborn Ed-
ucation Foundation Board of Direc-
tors,” Executive Director Chastity
Townsend said. “Both bring a wealth
of experience in business and educa-
tion, and professional perspectives
that will contribute to the ongoing
success of the Foundation.”

Evans spent nearly 30 years in the ed-
ucational field as an elementary and
middle school teacher, curriculum
leader, assistant principal, principal
and principal coach for the Detroit
Public Schools Community District.
She is a graduate of Western Mich-
igan University, University of De-
troit-Mercy, and Walden University.
Since 2020, Evans is an owner-agent
with Alpha One Agency, a multi-fac-
eted insurance provider on Detroit’s
west side.

Fayad is a Dearborn native who currently serves as general manager of Fairlane Town
Center. His experience with the shopping center dates back to 2011, when he served
as a security officer for the 1.4 million square foot mall. He is a graduate of Fordson
High School and obtained an associate’s degree in law enforcement and criminal

justice from Henry Ford College.

Since the start of the 2022/23 school year, the Dearborn Education Foundation has
also added Emily Chambers, the Grassroots Marketing Manager at LaFontaine Au-
tomotive Group in Dearborn; Elyana Hussein, Insurance Agent Director at PHP
Agency; and Mansour Sharha, the IT Director for the City of Dearborn.

About the Dearborn Education Foundation

Founded in 1992 as a 501c3 non-profit, the foundation’s mission is to fund innovative
programs and tools, ensuring that all Dearborn Public Schools’ students reach their
potential. Through a private donor base of individuals, businesses, and founda-
tions, the dollars raised cover classroom and extracurricular materials and projects,
including books, musical instruments, microscopes, computers, athletic equip-
ment, art projects, and student competitions that would otherwise go unfunded.
For more information, visit www.dearbornedfoundation.org.
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Teacher of the Year nominations now open

Nominations have now opened for the 2023 Al-
berta Muirhead Teacher of the Year Students’
Choice Award.

This annual award is sponsored by the Dear-
born Area Chamber of Commerce and present-
ed by LaFontaine Automotive Group. The nom-
ination deadline is Friday, March 10, 2023

at 5 p.m. The online nomination form is avail-
able on both the Dearborn Public Schools
website and the Dearborn Area Chamber of
Commerce site. Adults may assist students in
completing nominations when necessary. No
more than two teachers may be nominated per
student.

Awards will be presented to a total of five Dear-
born Public Schools teachers - one in each of
five categories.

Students may nominate any new or veteran
teacher whom they feel has made an outstand-
ing contribution to the teaching profession.
Preschool through second grade students are
asked to describe how their teacher makes
learning fun. Students in this category can in-
clude a nice drawing, if they wish, but it will not
be part of the selection process. Third through
fifth grade students must describe how their
teacher has created a classroom where learn-
ing is positive and fun. Middle school students
(grades 6-8) are asked to explain how their

teacher connects classroom learning with everyday
life. Students in high school must describe how
their teacher is preparing them to be college and
career ready, specifically how the teacher motivates
them to pursue a college degree, certification, trade
apprenticeship, military service or job. Adult edu-
cation students should describe how the teacher
helped them identify and pursue personal goals,
whether educational or career oriented, and how
lessons are relevant to those goals.

“I know so many of our teachers are deserving of this
award, and I hope many of our students will take a
few moments to nominate their favorite teacher.
Nominating a teacher for this award is a great way
to honor them and show appreciation for the work
they have done to create a meaningful educational
experience,” said Dearborn Public Schools Super-
intendent Glenn Maleyko. Online nominations are
preferred, but paper nomination forms can also be
printed or picked up at any Dearborn Public School
or the District’s Administrative Service Center, 18700
Audette St., Dearborn. Completed paper forms can
be dropped off or mailed to the Dearborn Area
Chamber of Commerce, 22100 Michigan Ave., Dear-
born, MI 48124. All nominations are due by 5 p.m.
on March, 10, 2023.

Nominations will be assessed on the quality of the
nomination, not on the number

received. Award judges are members of the Dearborn Area Chamber of Commerce
Education Committee and are not provided with the teachers’ names. One winner
from each category will be announced at a special ceremony to be held at the Ford
Community and Performing Arts Center on Thursday, April 27th at 4:15 p.m.
Teachers selected to receive the Teacher of Year Award are recognized as positive
role models who consistently provide unique, productive, positive classroom expe-
riences. Winning teachers receive a $1,000 cash prize and a glass award commem-
orating their achievement.

They also will join a select group of Dearborn teachers who have been recognized
by the community for their dedication and passion for teaching.




