THE FREEm =

opinio

PRESS

asilsl)iilg aailille i)
vl W di=idl g

313-502-8801
fauill yc liviign &)L jg

freeopinionpress.com

VOL 06 | 2022 duuabuall dill
4544211 2022
October 2022 | ISSUE NO. 45

Ed

aalladall 1501 (§ Sapa¥l 12l Giladll 33 2

olabw jia (aéljell qayalsi

Gov. Whitmer Cuts Ribbon at Our Next Energy's
New HQ in Novi

LANSING, Mich. -, Governor Gretchen Whit-
mer joined Our Next Energy (ONE) and federal,
state,

and local leaders to highlight the compa-
ny’s strong growth and historic investments in
southeast

Michigan. The event included a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony and tour of ONE’s new global headquarters in
Novi, where the company is developing products
to be manufactured at ONE Circle, their forthcom-
ing,$1.6 billion battery manufacturing campus in
Van Buren Tow nship that will create 2,112 jobs. Gov-
ernor Whitmer helped announce ONE Circle earlier
this month.

“ONE is a Michigan-born-and-raised company on
the cutting-edge of mobility and electrification. I
wasproud to join them today to open their new
global headquarters in Novi and celebrate their his-
toric, forth coming $1.6 billion investment to build
a giga factory in Van Buren Township, creating 2,112
jobs,” said Governor Gretchen Whitmer. “The deci-
sion by this innovative company to keep its head-
quarters in Novi and establish a new manufactur-
ing plantin Wayne County shows the world that

Michigan isthe place to build the future.I
am proud that leaders on both sides of the
aisle came together to secure this project and
bring the supply chain home from China to
Michigan. Let’s keep working together to
grow our economy, create good-paying jobs,
and build the future of the auto industry right
here in

Michigan.” Michigan is, and always has been,
a home for innovators of all kinds to discover
and develop new

technologies that will lead to a better future
- ONE’s growth and investment in Michigan
continues this

great tradition,” said Quentin L. Messer, Jr.,
CEO of the MEDC and President and Chair of
the MSF

Board. “We are thrilled to welcome this ad-
ditional investment by ONE as the company
makes it clear

that Michigan’s highly skilled workforce and
mobility ecosystem provide the winning com-
bination for its continued growth into the next
generation and beyond.
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EMERGING LEADERS SUMMIT 2022
American College of Healthcare Executive (ACHE)

By: Akram Ali

Detroit- American College Healthcare Executives-
Michigan Chapter (MCACHE) organization hosted the
EMERGING LEADERS SUMMIT 2022 at Ford field.
This year’s theme for the Emerging Leaders’ Summit
is entitled “leading as your best self”. It was a wonder-
ful event to bring together some of the most outstand-
ing healthcare leaders from our regions to attend the
summit. After so much time apart since last in person
event, it was evident that MCACHE members were
anxious to engage with one another. Some of the par-
ticipant members traveled from Ohio state to attend
the event! Members wanted events that allowed them
to learn from one another, share their insights and per-
spectives, and get to know each other on both personal
and professional basis.

A high point of the summit was the keynote given by
Ramsey Shehab, MD, Deputy Chief, Sports Medicine
& team physician, Detroit Pistons Henry Ford Health
and Bill Moutzouros, MD, Chief, Sports Medicine and
Head Physicians, Detroit Pistons, Henry Ford Health.
Both speakers shared reflections of their professional
career, imparted leadership lessons learned along the
way and left the audience with powerful advice to read-
ily take on challenges and simply learn from any mis-
take made. “ If you want to be better, you must take the
time to invest in yourself. If you don’t invest in yourself,
nobody will invest in you” Shehab said.

The summit was so rewarding, being able to recognize
so many members, sponsors and speakers, supporters
that had contributed to our chapter’s event success.
“Public Health is getting a seat at the table to represent

E‘. Asass ‘U&‘.“l“ - e

Y TrT YT
¥

those who are unrepresented “Denise said, Chief Public Health Officer- City of Detroit. In addition, the summit
event enhances our community of healthcare leaders by coming together to build the future generation of leaders
and inspire young professionals and students to blaze their own paths in healthcare to positions of leadership.

WAYNE COUNTY HOSTED NATIVE
AMERICAN HERITAGE DAY

Wayne County Parks has partnered with the North American In-
dian Association again to spotlight Native American culture with
Native American Heritage Day. This is the 16th year since 2002
that the North American Indian Association has organized this
wonderful event.

This event is a Native American Powwow. Some of the dances has
performed evolved from Grass Dance Societies, which formed
during the early 1800s. The growth of reservation give rise to
modern Powwow. as the Grass Dance was one of the few celebra-
tions that were allowed into this new era.

The Grass Dance became an opportunity to maintain some of the
earlier tribal customs that were quickly vanished, and a great deal
of inner-tribalism began to emerge with share of songs, dance,
speech, prayers, and gift-giving.

The Men’s’ Traditional dance is the earliest from a dancing in the
Great Lakes basin, and some of the moves tell story of a hunt,
Journey, or brave deeds.

This Powwow is still based upon the fundamental values of Native

History made- Bangladesh girls win maiden

Saff foothall championship

History was made as the Saff Women’s Cham-
pionship was won by Bangladesh for the first
time on Monday at the Dasarath Rangasala in
Kathmandu after a thrilling 3-1 victory over
Nepal.

After substitute striker Shamsunnahar Jr.
gave Bangladesh an early lead, Krishna Rani
Sarkar scored twice to put Bangladesh ahead
and win the South Asian championship.
Hosts Nepal, who were playing in their fifth
competition final gave a strong fight in the
final.

After securing a 2-o lead in the first half on a
soggy field in front of a large crowd, Bangla-
desh came under intense pressure from their
opponents.

The hosts eventually managed to get a goal
back in the 72nd minute with a strong diag-
onal shot.

However, Krishna, who put Bangladesh 2-o
up in the 42nd minute of the game after
Shamsunnahar Jr. scored in the first, secured
Bangladesh’s victory.

In the 77th minute, it was another deft finish
from her as she netted home past the Nepal goal-
keeper after receiving a brilliant through-ball
from Monika Chakma.

As a result, Bangladesh won the Saff Champion-
ship for the first time in the sixth edition, end-
ing India’s five-year dominance. The runners-up
medal was presented to the hosts Nepal for the
fifth time.

Sabina Khatun, the captain of Bangladesh, fin-
ished the competition as the highest scorer with
eight goals. After scoring 23 goals throughout the
competition, Golam Rabbani Choton’s team’s
sole blemish was the goal they conceded in the
final.

Although Bangladesh had previously won
age-level matches in women’s South Asian foot-
ball, this was the first time they had done it at
the senior level, and it was also the first time they
had defeated India and Nepal, the top two teams
in the area.

Bangladesh had previously advanced to the final
in 2016, but India ultimately defeated them 3-1.

American culture- honor respect, and generosity-and thousands
of dedicated singers, dancers, artisans and spectators follow the
Pow Wow trail all over North American to dance and unite in cel-
ebration of their rich heritage.

President of the United States of America Joe Biden already pro-
claimed October 10, 2022, as Indigenous Peoples’ Day. For cen-
turies, Indigenous Peoples were forcibly removed from ances-
tral lands, displaced, assimilated, and banned from worshiping
or performing many sacred ceremonies. Yet today, they remain
some of our greatest environmental stewards. “They maintain
strong religious beliefs that still feed the soul of our Nation. And
they have chosen to serve in the United States Armed Forces at a
higher rate than any other group. Native peoples challenge us to
confront our past and do better, and their contributions to schol-
arship, law, the arts, public service, and more continue to guide
us forward” Biden said. To elevate Indigenous voices across US
Government, President Biden appointed Deb Haaland as Secre-
tary of the Interior, the first Native American to serve as a cabinet
secretary, along with more than 50 other Native Americans now
in significant roles across the executive branch.
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0&A with Zainab Azim, the World's Youngest Future

World’s Youngest Future Astronaut, Zainab Azim dis-
cusses her passions for astronomy, why diversity is so
important in STEM fields, and how we can better sup-
port the next generation of female explorers to ensure
their success.

What inspired you to establish the Global Initia-
tive & Vision for Education (GIVE)?

There are many reasons. For one, I deeply believe in
the importance of education on a personal, local, and
global level. Many of us reading this are fortunate
to have access to school and security, while millions
do not have that same privilege. Access to education
should be a guaranteed right. [ wanted to ensure that
every child had a chance, the opportunity to fulfill
their potential and their promise.

However, I recognized the prevalent issues within our
current schooling systems. Even those with access to
schools are not receiving quality education due to how
we do schooling in North America — schooling mod-
els that we then export to developing areas. For exam-
ple, we put more time and resources into measuring
our children’s potential rather than developing it.
Secondly, as a neuroscience student, I've studied the
growing mental health epidemic amongst young peo-
ple and know that we need a better way to provide
education that doesn’t just address the intellect but
the whole human being to develop a sense of mean-
ing and purpose as the foundations for fulfilling their
potential. And finally, the world is facing many press-
ing challenges, including climate change. To address
these issues, we need innovative, equitable solutions
which require creativity, curiosity, and character, not
conformity and redundancy — skills that schools can
aid in fostering rather than limiting.

What kickstarted your ambition to become an as-
tronaut?

My fascination with astronomy started by simply pay-
ing attention to life — by observing the world around
us, looking up at the night sky, and noticing all the lit-
tle wonders of our universe, from our human selves to
the flickering lights in the infinite cosmic abyss. This
awareness of the connectedness between ourselves
and the universe, the excitement of the unknown, this
sense of wonder, imagination, love of learning, curi-
osity, and feeling like I was a part of something much
greater is what sparked my passion for astronomy.

stronaut
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How important is representation in aerospace to you?
Diversity in STEM and aerospace matters deeply in all
areas because it allows for a multitude of perspectives,
interests, and needs to be represented rather than be-
ing dominated by one group, as we have seen through-
out history and the present. As such, without diversity,
we may not all reap the benefits of innovation in the
aerospace sector, leaving the fruits of progress to be
hoarded by a few people instead of being distrusted
equitably.

Furthermore, diversity allows people from different
walks of life to gain access to STEM and space-related
fields so that they can create access and opportunity
for others to follow and ensure that everyone is able to
benefit from these advancements while also having a
part in building our future.

What advice would you give to young girls aspiring
to have STEM careers?

Don't limit your life based on someone else’s limited
imagination. We must remember that the sky is not
the limit and that although the path may seem diffi-
cult, as long as you know your why and your worth, the
how will come, and you'll overcome any challenges in
your way. It can be difficult to succeed on your own, so
don'’t be afraid to ask for support and guidance, espe-
cially from those in the field you're interested in.

The majority of people would be very grateful to men-
tor you, but if you don’t ask, the answer will always be
no. And finally, when in doubt, remember that if you're
driven by a sense of meaning and purpose, anything
and everything is possible. So make sure to start with
your why — know what you value, what you care about,
what impact you want to have, and why. Then ask how
you can develop and use your skills to practice your
passion for STEM in the service of others. As David Vis-
cott said, “The purpose of life is to discover your gift.
The work of life is to develop it. But more importantly,
the meaning of life is to give it away.’

What are your goals for the future?

Well, there’s a lot to do. We probably couldn't fit all
of my goals into this Q&A, but what I hope for most,
and what I'm working toward on a daily basis, is using
the research and community organizing we're doing
at GIVE, UNOOQOSA, and other organizations to effect
change in education policy so that more young people,
especially equity-seeking students, have the chance to
use their care to change the world for the better. “To
leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child,
a garden patch, or a redeemed social condition” —
R.W. Emerson.

Source: Innovation Canada

AHRC And 1CD Hold Community Forum On Human Trafficking

AHRC And ICD Hold Community Forum On Human Traf-
ficking
Recently, the American Human Rights Council (AHRC-

key. This heinous crime is driven by financial greed
that is not checked by any consideration of law, mo-
rality, or ethics.

and ICD to make this event another success in our model
of community-government dialogue and engagement,’
concluded Hamad.

USA) and the Islamic Center of Detroit (ICD) held a
community forum and open discussion addressing the
challenge of human trafficking. The forum hosted rep-
resentatives from the Homeland Security Investigations
(HSI)/Detroit of the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS). Over sixty invited guests joined this conversation
that was held at the ICD in Detroit.

This event is part of AHRC’s series of community forums
conducted periodically. The purpose of these forums host-
ing different agencies; state, local and federal; is to shed
light on pressing challenges of our time that have direct
impact on our region. A forum is an opportunity to share
views and advance awareness about pressing issues, to
share ideas, listen and to learn. These sessions provide a
forum for constructive engagement seeking collaboration
and partnerships that help in envisioning solutions and
identifying resources.

All participants acknowledged that no magic solution exists
to ending this modern form of slavery that targets women
and children. Sex exploitation, labor abuse and even or-
gan sales are happening in the US and elsewhere. Human
trafficking recognizes no age, no gender, and no economic
background. People with disabilities are also targeted. No
one is immune of being a victim. The most vulnerable re-
main the most at risk. This trafficking industry recognizes
no boundaries. Community awareness and education is

Participants acknowledged that combating human
trafficking is a common responsibility between peo-
ple and government. It is not a law enforcement re-
sponsibility alone. However, HSI-Detroit takes its
responsibility for combating human trafficking in
our communities very seriously. Supporting and as-
sisting victims of human trafficking is particularly
important to HSI. HSI special agents implement a
victim centered approach in their human trafficking
investigations.

Combating human trafficking requires all to be vig-
ilant and alert to their surroundings. It mandates
closer and effective relationships between parents
and their children. HSI-DHS urged the participants
not to hesitate to report any suspicious conduct by
calling the DHS national hotline 1-866-347-2423 or
the National Human Trafficking Hotline 1-888-373-
7888 to report any suspicious act or situation that
may suggest human trafficking activity or the pres-
ence of a human trafficking victims.

“We appreciate everyone from the government and
civil society who participated in this forum,” said
Imad Hamad, AHRC Executive Director. “It is im-
portant to sustain the in-person engagement and to
continue to listen and learn from each other,” added
Hamad. “We thank all who cooperated with AHRC
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By: Akram Ali

NextGen hosted their 5th Annual Summit at Universi-
ty of Michigan, Michigan League and Ann Arbor. The
event was intended to be an educational and work-
shop geared towards NAAMA NextGen members with
extensive panel discussion of medical school deans, “
Medical School Panel” with Dr Wael Sakr, the dean of
the Wayne State University School of Medicine and Dr

versity. The summit focused on medical school admis-
sion requirements, career planning, interview skills,
test-taking strategies, burnout prevention, leadership
skills and much more. “You need to find in yourself the
passion to be physician” Dr. Saker said, Dean of Wayne
State University-School of medicine. “When you apply
for medical school, you will get many rejections, but
this is not the end of the day. You should stay focused
and apply to many different medical schools. Don't let
the rejections letters get you down!” Dr. Kikano said,
Dean of the Center of Michigan University. Also, the
two panel speakers share their personal experience
with students which was very inspiring to hear.

A big turnout of students attended the summit, ready
to learn and prepare for their futures. Research pres-
entation of the 3 winning abstracts at the summit were:
First Prize: Ada Allouch, Second Prize: Tala Alsaghir,
Third Prize: Abdullah Jala. NAAMA NextGen members
were provided with a vast array of information that will
be essential to their futures. NAAMA NextGen is an in-
cubator /chapter in NAAMA (National Arab American
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Medical Association) which is geared towards enhancing
the careers of young undergrad and graduate innovators/
students in their 20’'s empowering them to play a key role
in healthcare advocacy and community service. As a part
of a national organization, NAAMA NextGen focuses on
promoting the professional and social goals of American
medical and dental students and residents of Arab herit-
George Kikano, the dean of the Central Michigan Uni- age.
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AHRC-USA Meets with U.S. Department of State Delegation fromIraq:

Recently, the American Human Rights Council (AHRC-USA) host-
ed a meeting with a delegation from Iraq exploring the topic of
“Civil and Human Rights Advocacy,” sponsored by the U.S. Depart-

ment of State.

The delegation of 7 of human rights leaders, lawyers, educators,
Iraqi Parliament associates and community leaders were visiting
the Metro Detroit area as part of the international exchange pro-
grams on behalf of the U.S. Department of State, the U.S. Agency
for International Development (USAID), and other governmental
organizations, universities, and think tanks that promote global
exchange and citizen diplomacy through Global Ties Detroit. One
of the purposes of the exchange program is to learn about the state

ter understand its role as a human rights or-
ganization, including its initiatives and types
of human rights issues it handles. The dele-
gation was also interested in learning more
about the U.S. systems of government, how
to advance diversity, civil rights and human
protections for minorities and immigrants,
as well as the social activities involved in in-
tegrating minority youth. The discussion ad- ‘\;
dressed the organization’s work to empower
the community with the skills, resources, and “”
tools to become informed and engaged citi-

zens on matters related to human rights.

of human rights and civil liberties in America and the Arab and

Muslim communities’ resilience and engagement on behalf of hu-

man rights.

The delegation’s main objective for its visit to AHRC was to bet-

“AHRC is a strong supporter of building
bridges, cultural exchanges and dialogue,”
said Imad Hamad, AHRC Executive Director.

“These cultural exchanges enrich and enlighten both
the visitors and the hosts,” added Hamad. “The more
we learn about each other, the more we realize that we
as human beings are more alike than we are different,”
concluded Hamad.

\nu rican Human Rights Council
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Henry Ford Cancer Institute 4th Annual Multi-Disciplinary Breast Oncology Symposium

BY: AKRAM ALI

Henry Ford Cancer Institute hosted the Multi-disciplinary
Breast Oncology Symposium in person at the Edsel & Elea-
nor Ford House located on Gross Points Shores City. This is
the 4th Annual Multidisciplinary Symposium on Breast Can-
cer disease provides a multidisciplinary overview of the diag-
nosis and treatment of all stages of breast cancers. The top
national experts in breast cancer innovation, treatment, and
research came together to speak about the latest advance in
the multidisciplinary approach to breast cancer care.

This conference offered healthcare professional informa-
tion about the cutting-edge advancement in breast cancer
research and treatment. Many people attended this great
Annual Breast Cancer Symposium event. There were many
Experts in breast cancer, Doctors, Healthcare Professional,
and Scientists attended this event. The symposium covered
advances in the multidisciplinary approach to manage breast
cancer care for high-risk patients and innovative treatment
options, featuring speakers from across the country. The tar-
get audience were Clinicians, Specialists, and Scientists in-
volved in the care treatment of patients with breast cancer,
as well as research and education concerning this important

disease.

The speakers discussed exciting progress is on the horizon re-
garding the benefits and techniques of acupuncture, as well as
treating breast cancer in pregnancy, management of benign
breast disease, and the high-risk breast patient. Also, they
discussed the evolution of the role of genomic profiling and
genetic testing in treating breast cancer. Physicians involved
with the diagnosis and management of breast cancer patients
need to be kept apprised of new information in all these areas.

The objective of the symposium was to bring awareness to
providers on the most innovative techniques available regard-

ing the treatment of breast cancer pa-
tients. In addition, to give providers the
latest techniques on how to treat high
risk patients as well as treating breast
cancer during pregnancy. Moreover, to
give HFH patients the best treatment
options for their breast cancer treat-
ment.

The mission of the Henry Ford Cancer
Institute is to provide a leading-edge
educational experience for the dedicat-
ed breast specialists of tomorrow. The
HFCI workforce is a network of spe-
cialized individuals working together
in a wide range of clinical and research
departments to provide comprehensive
and personalized care across the con-
tinuum of prevention, diagnosis, treat-
ment, and follow-up care
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Free Opinion | Bipartisan school budget is a win for
Michigan students, parents

By: Gov.Gretchen Whitmer

As a mom — like any parent — I want my kids to have
the best education possible so they can pursue their po-
tential. As governor, it is my job to ensure that every kid
in Michigan has a birthright to a high-quality public ed-
ucation. A few weeks ago, I was proud to sign a biparti-
san education budget that makes me proud not only as
governor, but also as a mom.

The bipartisan education budget includes the highest
state per-pupil funding ever, more resources for pre-
school, on-campus mental health, school safety, spe-
cial education, before- and after-school programming,
teacher recruitment scholarships, and a quarter of a bil-
lion dollars for school infrastructure.

Every kid deserves to feel safe and supported in school,
and I am proud that we have come together to deliver a
budget that gives every kid an opportunity to succeed.

There is a lot in the budget to highlight, but I want to
highlight what the bipartisan education budget means
for your child, their classroom, and your neighborhood
school.

The highest state per-pupil funding ever means an in-
vestment directly into the classroom to improve every
kid’s in-person learning experience, helping schools buy
new textbooks, offer more personalized instruction, and
expand AP and honors classes.

In addition to improving in-person learning, the budget
bolsters mental health. Every parent knows how impor-
tant mental health is for our children’s overall wellbeing
and learning. Today, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, one-third of school-age kids
report frequent feelings of hopelessness, depression or
anxiety, yet most lack access to adequate care. That is
why we have allocated funds in the bipartisan budget
empowering schools to help hire more on-campus men-
tal health professionals, establish school-based mental

health centers, and institute effective behavioral
and mental health programs. Our budget positions
Michigan as a national leader in developing systemic
solutions to address this growing public health emer-

gency.

Next, our educators. Every parent knows that the
person in front of their kid’s class is critical to their
learning and development. The past couple of years
have been tough on our dedicated, hardworking
teachers and education professionals. Most are work-
ing longer hours, responding to unfinished learning,
and working with students facing increased trauma
and mental health challenges.

The historic challenges we have faced have had an im-
pact on teacher recruitment. To shore up Michigan’s
teacher pipeline, our bipartisan education budget
offers $10,000 in tuition to recruit 2,500 future Mich-
igan educators every year, delivering $9,600 stipends
per semester for student teachers to retain them full-
time after certification, and funding “grow your own”
programs to help school staff earn their teaching de-
gree while working — tuition-free. This budget puts
over 10,000 people on an affordable path to working
in the classroom.

Finally, our schools. For students to succeed, they
need to feel safe and comfortable in school and have
access to facilities conducive to their learning. No
parent wants to send their kid to a school with in-
adequate heating and cooling, leaky roofs, or facili-
ties in disrepair. That is why our bipartisan education
budget makes a $250 million investment — a quarter
of a billion dollars — in school infrastructure to help
build or refurbish classrooms and common areas.
Districts can use these resources to add air condi-
tioning, upgrade dated facilities, and build spaces for
kids to learn.

There is so much more in this bipartisan education
budget to celebrate. A record investment in higher

education, scholarships to help more Michiganders
get a degree tuition-free, a 27 percent increase in
funding for career and technical education to put
students on path to good-paying jobs, veteran edu-
cation programs so those who served have a chance
to learn, investments in our youngest Michiganders,
and so much more.

As governor, a Michigander, and a mom, [ am proud
that we came together to enact a historic, bipartisan
education budget. Getting this done was the result
of collaboration between legislators, policy experts,
and of course, parents. Parent input is essential
to building an effective education budget because
parents are their children’s first teachers and know
what is best for their kids. Soon, I will establish the
Michigan Parent’s Council to create a space for more
parent voices to inform my education agenda and
next budget proposal.

The bipartisan education budget will make a real dif-
ference in our children’s lives. I am looking forward
to next school year, and I hope you are too.

ACS CAN hosted Leadership Summit and Lobby Day

Free Opinion Press

Approximately 600 cancer patients, survi-
vors and their loved ones will travel to Wash-
ington, D.C., for the first in-person Ameri-
can Cancer Society Cancer Action Network’s
(ACS CAN) annual Leadership Summit and
Lobby Day since 2019. From Sept. 11 to 14,
ACS CAN advocates will represent all 50
states and nearly every congressional district
as they convene on Capitol Hill to ask Con-
gress to make the fight against cancer a na-
tional priority. Advocates spend Monday in
breakout and training sessions to prepare for
lawmaker meetings for next day. On Sept. 13,
which is Lobby Day, ACS CAN volunteers
will visit Capitol Hill and ask members of
Congress to:

*Support increased funding for cancer re-
search and prevention programs with at
least $49 million for the National Institutes
of Health (NIH), including $7.7 billion for
cancer research at the National Cancer Insti-
tute (NCI).

*Support $462.6 million in increased fund-
ing for the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) cancer programs, includ-
ing $225 million for the National Breast and
Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program
(NBCCEDP).

*Improve diversity in clinical trials through
co-sponsorship of the DIVERSE Trials Act
(H.R. 5030/S. 2706).

*Advance the Multi Cancer Early Detection
Screening Act (H.R.1946/S. 1873), which
will help create a clear pathway for Medi-
care coverage of future multi-cancer early
detection tests once FDA approved and
clinical benefit is shown.

Hundreds of volunteers reached their des-
tination at the Grand Hyatt Washington
Hotel in D.C. on Sunday in time to attend
listening sessions, network opportunities
and theannual ACS CAN Advocacy Awards
Dinner. Dedicated ACS CAN volunteers
and staff had been recognized for their
outstanding work in cancer advocacy.

ACS CAN also hosted small, facilitated
group sessions for ACS CAN volunteers

n.d

who are members of the Hispanic/Latino and Asian American and Pacif-
ic Islander communities. Attendees had the opportunity to share their
experiences, advice, concerns, and ideas on authentic recruitment, en-
gagement, and retention of volunteers from Hispanic/Latino and Asian
American and Pacific Islander communities.

NCAA Division I basketball coaches James Jones of Yale University and

Fran McCaffery from the University of lowa will join ESPN sports analyst
Sean Farnham, ACS Board Member Margaret McCaffery, and LPS Con-
sulting CEO LaTonya Story to rally advocates before they go to Capitol
Hill for meetings with lawmakers. The coaches are members of Coaches
vs. Cancer, a nationwide collaboration between ACS and the National
Association of Basketball Coaches.

Advocates spend Monday in breakout and training sessions to prepare for

lawmaker meetings on Tuesday. This day conclude with festivities at the

ACS CAN.

CAN Opener Dinner and Dancing Celebration, a fundraiser event for
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Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility Strategic

Message from the Secretary of State
The State Department is our nation’s
oldest cabinet agency, our nation’s
lead foreign affairs agency, and its
employees are the face of the United
States to the rest of the world. In order
to effectively pursue our foreign policy
goals and ensure our national security,
it is imperative we create a workforce
that truly reflects the country we rep-
resent.

Our country’s diversity is our great-
est strength. When we fully lever-
age everyone and everything our na-
tion has to offer, our foreign policy is
stronger, smarter, and more creative.
As I said in my confirmation hearing,
[ will measure the success of my ten-
ure based on how well we can recruit
and retain a workforce that looks like
America. Within the first few months
of my administration, I appointed the
Department’s first-ever stand-alone
Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer,
who reports directly to me and leads
the newly created Secretary’s Office of
Diversity and Inclusion. Ialso created
the Diversity and Inclusion Leader-
ship Council to help achieve the goals
and objectives outlined in the follow-
ing Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and

Plan 2026 -

Accessibility (DEIA) Strategic Plan.
Together, we will ensure that the Department of State is a leader in government-wide
efforts to advance DEIA goals for the federal workforce. In doing that, we will also be
able to ensure that the Department itself is in the strongest possible position to deliver
or the U.S. people in an increasingly diverse, complex, and interconnected world.
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New Study from CDC Shows More than 2.5 Million Youth

Use E-cigarettes

VITES AS WELL AS NATIONAL
NEWS WITHOUT REGARD
TO RELIGIONS, POLITICAL,
NATIONALITY AND ETHNICITY.
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URGENT FDA ENFORCEMENT ACTION MUST BE TAKEN TO PROTECT KIDS FROM E-CIGARETTES

WASHINGTON D.C. - The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) re-
leased a study today showing youth e-cig-
arette use remains high in 2022. The study
found 2.55 million U.S. middle and high
school students reported current (past
30 day) e-cigarette use in 2022 (14.1% of
high school students and 3.3% of middle
school students), the overwhelming ma-
jority of whom use flavored e-cigarettes,
with fruit and candy flavors being the most
prominent followed by mint and menthol.
Among youth who used e-cigarettes, al-
most half report using them frequently (20
out of the last 30 days) and more than 1 in
4 used them daily. The most used brand
reported was Puff Bar, used by 730,000
kids. The findings are based on data from
the 2022 National Youth Tobacco Survey
(NYTS), a cross-sectional, self-adminis-
tered survey of U.S. middle and high school
students, administered January 18-May 31,
2022.

The following is a statement from Lisa Lac-
asse, president of the American Cancer So-
ciety Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN).
“There is a youth tobacco epidemic in this
country and it is clear e-cigarettes contin-
ue to play a major role in preventing our
ability to achieve a tobacco-free genera-

tion. These numbers are simply unacceptable.
We cannot stand for more than 2.5 million kids
being lured into a lifetime of addiction through
e-cigarettes. Tobacco use is the leading cause of
cancer death. If the country is to meet President
Biden’s Moonshot goals to cut cancer deaths in
half in the next 25 years, we must do everything
in our power to reduce youth tobacco use, in-
cluding e-cigarette use.

“ACS CAN is committed to ending cancer as
we know it, for everyone. As part of that mis-
sion, ACS CAN urges FDA to take enforce-
ment action to keep e-cigarette manufacturers
from addicting kids and keep these products
out of the hands of our youth. ACS CAN and
its partners have called on FDA to enforce the
Congressionally-mandated deadlines for pre-
market tobacco product applications, including
for synthetic nicotine products. Puff Bar, the
e-cigarette brand shown to be most commonly
used among youth in the study, claims to use
synthetic nicotine in its products. FDA must
also enforce actions against new tobacco prod-
ucts, including youth-appealing flavored e-cig-
arettes, that have already received marketing
denial orders yet remain on the market illegally.
These actions must be part of larger tobacco
control strategies at the federal, state and local
level, passing policies proven to reduce youth
tobacco use including regular and significant

tobacco tax increases, comprehensive smoke-free laws, adequate funding for
tobacco prevention and cessation programs and Medicaid coverage for prov-
en cessation services.

“We know what we need to do to bring these numbers down and help improve
the odds our kids lead healthy, productive lives. We have a responsibility to
act on this knowledge. Knowing youth who use e-cigarettes are more likely to
use combustible cigarettes, this study clearly shows our kids need us to take
action now. Any further delay will result in more lives lost to tobacco-related
diseases like cancer.”
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