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Governor Whitmer Announces More Than 91,000 Students on Tuition-
Free Pathway at One-Year Anniversary of Michigan Reconnect

LANSING, Mich. - Governor Gretchen Whitmer today marked the one-year anniversary of Michigan Re-
connect by announcing that 91,000 Michiganders are on a tuition-free pathway to attain degrees and skills
for new opportunities that lead to rewarding careers and bigger paychecks under the Michigan Reconnect
program. Michigan Reconnect is one of the tools the state is using to achieve Governor Whitmer’s Sixty by 30

goal, which aims to increase the percentage of adults in the state with a postsecondary degree or credential b
b .

y 2030 Santana Announces
“I want to congratulate all of the hardworking Michiganders who took the first step toward a brighter fu- Re-election Bid
ture, all while balancing so many other responsibilities,” said Governor Whitmer. “Whether it’s a registered . & ,
apprenticeship, an industry-recognized certification, a technical certificate, an associate degree, a bache- for MlChlgan S an

lor’s degree or beyond, higher education or skills training opens so many doors. We have an ambitious but
attainable goal to reach 60% of working-age adults with a postsecondary credential by 2030. Programs like
Reconnect help us put Michiganders first and continue growing our economy.”

Senate District

Michigan Reconnect is the largest effort in state history to ensure that Michiganders who are 25 or older and
do not have a college degree will have an opportunity to earn an associate degree or skills certificate with free
or deeply discounted tuition. Since the program’s launch in February 2021, more than 91,000 state residents
have been accepted into the program with over 12,000 scholarship participants currently enrolled in a degree
or skills certificate program. Governor Whitmer and legislative leaders announced a budget agreement last
September to fully fund Michigan Reconnect in FY 2021-2022.

“The bipartisan work of the governor and lawmakers will make it easier for working adults to achieve their
educational, career and life goals.” said Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist II. “The governor and I will continue to
work with our partners to boost educational attainment beyond high school, and I encourage anyone look-
ing to advance their education and skills needed to pursue and land a good-paying job in a rewarding career
to apply for Michigan Reconnect today.

Since the announcement of the Sixty by 30 goal in 2019, the percentage of working-age adults with a certifi-
cate, associate degree or higher has increased from 45% to 49%.
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Santana Announces Re-election Bid

for Michigan's 2nd Senate District

DEARBORN, Mich. Sen. Sylvia Santana (D-Detroit)
launched her re-election campaign for the newly
drawn 2nd Senate District. She enters the race with
the endorsements of Mayor Mike Duggan (Detroit),
Mayor Abdullah Hammoud (Dearborn) and Mayor Bill
Bazzi (Dearborn Heights) along with Wayne County
Commission Chairwoman Alisha Bell (Detroit) and
Wayne County Commissioner David Knezek (Dear-
born Heights). Senator Santana officially announced
running for District 2 at Henry Ford Centennial Li-
brary. District 2 is comprised of the cities of Detroit,
Dearborn, Dearborn Heights, and Allen Park. Sen.
Sylvia Santana is a great public servant that remains
committed to her community and its progress. She has
been an active member in her community for more
than a decade.

Also, she acknowledges the #BlackHistoryMonth
which happened at the same day she announced run-
ning for 2nd Senate District. “Our community look for
their representations not just to be the candidate but
also to go to Lansing and work on their behalf. Election
is about the people not candidate” Santana said.

Sen. Santana has been a central figure in the criminal
justice reform movement most notably with the pas-
sage of Raise the Age legislation, Jail and Pre-Trial In-
carceration Task Force legislation and juvenile justice
status offense reforms. Michigan was one of only four
states in the entire country that automatically pros-

LANSING — Governor Gretchen Whitmer has an-
nounced the appointment of Mustafa Mark Hamed
MD, MBA, MPH, FAAFP to the Michigan Board of
Medicine. Dr. Hamed, of Novi, is the medical di-
rector for the health departments of eight Michi-
gan counties -Alcona, Huron, Iosco, Oscoda, Oge-
maw, Lapeer, Sanilac, and Tuscola counties- leading
Michigan’s COVIDig response in those areas.

Since 2011, Dr Hamed has been medical director
of the departments of emergency medicine and
hospital medicine at McKenzie Health System in
Sandusky, Michigan. He is medical director for the
Thumb’s McKenzie Health System Medication As-
sisted Therapy program. He also serves as the med-
ical director of Sanilac County Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) and has introduced protocols to help
ensure the safety of patients and providers during
resuscitation and transport of COVID1g patients.
Dr. Hamed is also an attending staff physician with
Henry Ford Health System and an Associate Clinical
Professor for the Michigan State University College

ecuted all 17-year-olds as adults, no matter what their
offense. Senator Santana worked on the Raise the Age
legislation that went into effect last year. The criminal
justice system in Michigan now no longer automatically
views 17-year-old as adults.

Santana has extensive professional experience working
in the financial industry — more than 15 years. It is her
passion to ensure small-business owners are equipped
with the right tools to grow and create jobs. She worked
to identify credit facilities and other sources of funding
available to small businesses in efforts to achieve eco-
nomic empowerment for local communities. She was a
trusted resource to local business owners guiding them
through the lending process and vetting of financial op-
tions to fund their business ideas.

When legislators began the process of reviewing Michi-
gan’s mental health laws and funding, Sylvia’s leadership
was immediately recognized by the Speaker of the House,
and she was asked to serve as a member of a special task
force specifically designed to address mental health. She
will be able to better serve and meet the needs of her
community as Michigan State Senator.

“My priorities for the next four years will focus on
strengthening our small businesses and reinvesting in
our infrastructure,” Sen. Santana said. “A strong Michi-
gan requires a strong logistics and supply chain manage-
ment system. The pandemic has identified weaknesses in

our economy that we need to address in a serious way so
that we are an economically competitive state”

]
Governor Whitmer Appointed Dr Mustafa Mark Hamed

to the Michigan Board of Medicine

of Human Medicine and Central Michigan University College of Medicine. He completed his residency training with
Henry Ford Health System.

Dr. Hamed graduated from the University of Michigan and Fordson High School in Dearborn, Michigan. Dr Hamed
earned his Doctor of Medicine from St. Matthew’s University School, and later completed a Masters in Business Ad-
ministration and Masters in Public Health. Dr. Hamed is double-board certified by the American Board of Family
Medicine and by the American Board of Emergency Medicine- Emergency Medical Services.

Dr. Hamed developed and implemented Michigan’s first “Oxy-Free” emergency department in 2013, just as the opioid
epidemic started to take place in Michigan. The protocol resulted in a sustained 93% reduction in opioid pills pre-
scribed in his emergency department.

Dr. Hamed’s policies of limited opioid-prescribing, prescription database review, and collaborations with chemical ad-
diction services for opioid-addicted patients implemented in early 2013 were adopted in 2018 by the State of Michigan
and is now applicable to all healthcare providers who prescribe controlled substances.

Dr. Hamed was invited to Washington DC to present his “Oxy-Free Emergency Department” pilot to lawmakers and
national policy makers. Dr. Hamed serves as a board member of HYPE Athletics SAFE program, which aims to keep
metro Detroit youth away from drugs. Dr Hamed is also a founding member of Families Against Narcotics (FAN) for
the Thumb region.

Dr Hamed is currently Chair of Michigan Academy of Family Physicians and is the Academy’s Past President. He also
served as Medical Director of the National Rural Accountable Care Organization and was named the 2019 Michigan
Center for Rural Health Healthcare Leader of the Year for introducing innovate approaches to pre-hospital and emer-
gency department management of stroke, heart attack, and trauma-critical care to rural Michigan.

Dr. Hamed is appointed to represent physicians for a term beginning Jan. 1, 2022 and ending Dec. 31, 2025. He succeeds
James Sondheimer whose term expires December 31, 2021.

The Michigan Board of Medicine works with the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs to oversee the prac-
tice of medical doctors in the state. The Public Health Code mandates certain responsibilities and duties for a health
professional licensing board. Underlying all duties is the responsibility of the board to promote and protect the public’s
health, safety, and welfare. This responsibility is implemented by the Board by ascertaining minimal entry-level com-
petency of medical doctors and requiring continuing medical education during licensure.

On COVID vaccinations, Pope says health careis a ‘moral obligation'

ROME — Pope Francis suggested Monday that getting vaccinated
against the coronavirus was a “moral obligation” and denounced
how people had been swayed by “baseless information” to refuse
one of the most effective measures to save lives.

Francis used some of his strongest words yet calling for people to
get vaccinated in a speech to ambassadors accredited to the Holy
See, an annual event in which he takes stock of the world and sets
out the Vatican’s foreign policy goals for the year.

Francis, 85, has generally shied away from speaking about vaccina-
tion as a “moral obligation,” though his COVID-19 advisory body
has referred to it as a “moral responsibility” Rather, Francis has
termed vaccination as “an act of love”and that refusing to get in-
oculated was “suicidal.”

On Monday he went a step further, saying that individuals had a
responsibility to care for themselves “and this translates into re-
spect for the health of those around us. Health care is a moral
obligation,” he asserted.

He lamented that, increasingly, ideological divides were discour-
aging people from getting vaccinated.

“Frequently people let themselves be influenced by the ideology

of the moment, often bolstered by baseless information or
poorly documented facts,” he said, calling for the adoption
of a “reality therapy” to correct this distortion of human
reason.

“Vaccines are not a magical means of healing, yet surely
they represent, in addition to other treatments that need
to be developed, the most reasonable solution for the pre-
vention of the disease,” he added.

Some Catholics, including some conservative U.S. bishops
and cardinals, have claimed vaccines based on research
that used cells derived from aborted fetuses were immoral,
and have refused to get the jabs.

The Vatican’s doctrine office, however, has said it is “mor-
ally acceptable” for Catholics to receive COVID-19 vaccines
based on research that used cells derived from aborted fe-
tuses. Francis and Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI have been
fully vaccinated with Pfizer-BioNTech shots.

Francis repeated his call for universal access to the shots,
particularly in the parts of the world with low vaccination

rates, and called for revisions to patent rules so that
poorer countries can develop their own vaccines.

“It is appropriate that institutions such as the World
Trade Organization and the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization adapt their legal instruments lest
monopolistic rules constitute further obstacles to
production and to an organized and consistent access
to health care on a global level,” he said.
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ST. LOUIS - St. Louis native Maya Angelou is the first
black woman to appear on the U.S. quarter. The U.S.
Mint is shipping out new quarters featuring five trail-
blazing American women beginning with Angelou who
was a renowned author, poet, entertainer, and activist.
Angelou’s birth name was Marguerite Johnson, and she
was born in a brick two-story in the city of St. Louis.
“She said T'm so pleased to be here among the world’s
first African American women of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority,” said Peggy Lewis LeCompte, a former inter-
national officer of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.

“I remember it cause in moments like that, you're just
overwhelmed to see the real person in the flesh.”
Owner of Blueberry Hill, Joe Edwards, fondly remem-
bers spending time with Angelou.

“She could do everything,” he said. “She could write po-
etry or write books or teach at Wake Forest in North

www.freeopinionpress.com | 43 aa=ll |

Carolina. She could act in Roots and was just unbe-
lievable”

The new quarter, which went into circulation Mon-
day, features George Washington on one side and
Angelou, the outspoken civil rights activist, on the
other.

“It’s a beautiful quarter with her arms stretched out
in a wing design behind her, and her name is on the
quarter as well. And it’s a beautiful coin because she
was a performer as well and an actress,” said Clay
Teague, Numismatist Scotsman Coin & Jewelry. “A
very elegant lady who looks great on a quarter”
LeCompte won't forget meeting the larger-than-life
Angelou, making her mark in U.S. history.

“This will remind us in a very first-class way of what
women have done,” she said. “How far women have
come and how far people have come.”

2022 bludi| dusaliadl diull

4,000 year-old artifact held by privateL.A.
collection returned to Iraqi government

that it was originally from Iraq. Items of cultural significance cannot be imported from Iraq without
the Iraqi government’s consent, which it had not granted in this case, Fredrickson said. The pur-
chaser agreed to turn over the artifact to federal agents, who arranged for the tablet fragment to be
returned to the Iragi government.

Homeland Security Investigations, a branch of the Department of Homeland Security, is responsible
for investigating violations of import and export laws.

The hexagonal prism was being held by a private gallery in Los Angeles, whose operators approached
agents with “several items of interest,” Fredrickson said, “but the most interesting item they had was
this cuneiform prism.”

Agents showed the artifact to an expert, who said it had likely been used to teach children the al-
phabet during the Old Babylonian period. Fredrickson said the expert had only seen two other such
prisms, one of which is kept by Yale University and another that has since gone missing.

Because the gallery had no proof of title to the prism, its operators turned over the artifact to Home-
land Security Investigations.

While the exact provenance of the two artifacts was unclear, they “almost certainly” were looted
from Iraq, Fredrickson said. The tablet fragment is believed to have come from the area of the an-
cient city of Umma, a part of Iraq that has been robbed of many precious artifacts in recent years,
Fredrickson said.

The people who turned over the artifacts will not face criminal liability. “Somebody who buys some-
thing at an online auction and knows nothing about it, 'm not looking at them criminally,” Fredrick-
son said.

A gallery or individual buyer who appears to be willfully skirting import restrictions, however, could
face criminal prosecution, said Fredrickson, who specializes in cultural property cases. He has repat-
riated artifacts to Italy, Russia, India and, frequently, the Middle East, where he said the looting of
cultural relics has become more common in the last 20 years.

Iraq’s consul general in Los Angeles, Salwan Sinjaree, said the two artifacts will be returned to Iraq
and transferred to the custody of the Ministry of Cultural Affairs, which will place them in a museum.

By Matthew Ormseth

The artifacts — a fragment of a stone tablet inscribed with cunei-
form characters and a hexagonal prism used to teach schoolchildren
the cuneiform alphabet — are believed to be about 4,000 years old,
authorities said.

The tablet fragment was purchased in an online auction, but U.S.
Customs and Border Protection flagged the item because it lacked
the documentation needed to import it, said Chad Fredrickson, a
special agent from Homeland Security Investigations who handled
the case.Agents showed the artifact to an expert, who determined

County Commission set to take action
on sexual assault legislation at Thursday meeting

By: Jim Kasuba, Press &Guide

Wayne County commissioners plan to take up a resolution
supporting a package of bills before the state Legislature
supporting victims of sexual assault.

Among other things, the proposed resolution that will be
discussed at the commission’s 10 a.m. meeting on Thurs-
day calls for abolishing several longstanding legal prece-
dents that victims say protect sexual predators.

The commission meets on the mezzanine level of the
Guardian Building, 500 Griswold in Detroit, but the meet-
ing will be available via Zoom and livestreamed on the
Wayne County Commission YouTube channel.

sex education classes to include such topics as affirmative
consent, as well as date rape and dating violence.

The proposed resolution was unanimously approved last week
by members of the Wayne County Women’s Commission.
“The Wayne County Women’s Commission was formed to
address the most pressing issues facing women today,” Com-
missioner Melissa Daub (D-Canton) said. “I cannot think of
a more urgent or important issue to address than the assault
and victimization of girls and women. It is beyond time that
the legislature acts to address the shortcomings in the law that
leave Michigan lagging far behind other states in our attempts

Melissa Daub (Photo courtesy of Wayne

County Commission)

Sexual assault in Michigan has been
in the headlines in Michigan recently,

The bills being considered by the Michigan Legislature
would extend the statute of limitations for survivors to file
suit, remove government immunity in cases where action
failed to be taken, end child marriage in Michigan, and
eliminate what is known as the marriage rape loophole.

The package also includes legislation that would require

to address, prevent and protect our state’s girls and women.”
The resolution notes that a sexual assault occurs somewhere
in the United States nearly every minute, with one out of
every six women and one out of 33 men being victimized over
the course of their lifetime.

It also notes that for children 17 and younger, those figures are
one out of every nine females and one out of every 53 males.

with an allegation made against a for-
mer speaker of the state Legislature,
as well as a controversial settlement in
a case involving a professional hockey
player.
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As part of School Board Recognition Month, Superin-
tendent Dr. Glenn Maleyko took time at the January 10,
2022 school board meeting to thank trustees for their
service to the community.

Dr. Maleyko noted that this is the seventh time he has
offered comments as Superintendent for Board Appre-
ciation Month.

“I want to take a moment to recognize our outstanding
board team that we have here in Dearborn,” Dr. Maleyko
said. “Thank you for your outstanding service to the
school community and for your dedication to our vision
of students first. “

He also thanked the board for its continued leadership
during the first full year of the pandemic.

“This has really been the toughest challenge I can say in
my career, and I think a lot of us can probably say for us
in our lifetimes,” Dr. Maleyko said.

Board of Education members develop policies and make
tough decisions that help shape the district now and
in the future. They are responsible for the third larg-
est school district in Michigan with an annual budget
of $336 million, an enrollment of 20,000 students, and
2,700 employees working in 37 district buildings.

In addition, Dearborn School Board trustees also serve
as trustees for Henry Ford College. They are the only
school board trustees in the state that also serve as trus-
tees for a local college. This dual responsibility means
trustees spend twice the amount of time dedicated to
serving the community. They evaluate both the superin-
tendent and the college president and must keep abreast
of issues, laws and legislation impacting both grades
preschool to 12th and the college.

The board began calendar year 2022 with a brief organi-
zational meeting to select new officers. Those appoint-
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ments include Roxanne McDonald as president, Adel
Mozip as vice president, Irene Watts as secretary and
Mary Petlichkoff as treasurer.
Dr. Maleyko also thanked Trustee Jim Thorpe for his
service as board president during 2021. The superin-
tendent shared a Wayne Gretzky quote that Trustee
Thorpe often shared with him.
“I skate to where the puck is going, not to where it
has been, meaning we are always looking ahead and
preparing for the unexpected and what is ahead,” Dr.
Maleyko said.

Henry Ford College President Russ Kavalhuna
also addressed the Board during Monday’s meeting.
He noted that besides working with trustees at the

college, he is also a resident and parent in the dis-
trict. Trustees were elected to public office, and the
public often questions and scrutinizes the board’s
actions “as they should,” he said

“But what has also happened over the last two years
is you have been criticized in a way that I think is
unfair in many regards,” President Kavalhuna said.
“It’s not okay that they question your motives. It’s
not okay that they have questioned your truthful-
ness. It’s not okay that they have questioned your
morality. And they have done that,” he said, adding,
“I know each of you, and you are good, honest, mor-
al people. I've watched you put up with difficulties.
And I've watched you do your best, and this district
is better for your involvement.”

Unique program pays those with science, technology or
math degrees to become teachers

Dearborn Public Schools is again recruiting
people interested in a unique partnership
that will pay young graduates or mid-career
professionals with science, technology, engi-
neering or math degrees (STEM) to go back
to school to become teachers.

In return, those who go through the program
have to agree to teach for three years in Dear-
born Public Schools or Detroit Public
Schools Community District.

The Wayne State Metro Detroit Teaching
Residency for Urban Excellence (TRUE) Pro-
ject is looking for those who already have a
bachelor’s degree in science, technology, en-
gineering, math or computer science. The
program will help participants get a master’s
degree in education and their teaching certi-

ing.

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE

PAID FOR BY CTE ALABAS FARHAT P.O BOX 09 DEARBORN M| 48121

fication in 18 months.
participants will receive a $40,000 living
stipend and participate in a one-year resi-
dency in one of the two districts. Class
costs are paid by the participant, minus
any financial aid they receive. Participants
will also receive mentoring throughout the
program and for two years after graduat-

Through the program, participants will
become eligible to teach high school or
middle school classes in their field.

The TRUE program launched two years
ago. The district and Wayne State are now
recruiting for the next class of participants.
Online information sessions are scheduled
for Jan. 26 and Feb. g from 5 to 6 p.m. See

— ——ALABAS

FARHAT

VOTE
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VOTEFARHAT.COM

During that time,

the program’s website at go.wayne.edu/true-
project for more information. Those interested
in attending need to register online.

“Even before the pandemic, Dearborn Public
Schools like others around the state and coun-
try struggled to fill STEM related teaching posi-
tions such as science, math and computer sci-
ence,” said Superintendent Dr. Glenn Maleyko.
A severe shortage of teachers is even more pro-
nounced for science, math and technology
teachers. The Metro Detroit TRUE Project will
help Dearborn meet its goal of improving qual-
ity instruction for students, Maleyko said. The
district already worked with Wayne State’s
Teacher Preparation Intern Model before
launching TRUE.

The next class of TRUE participants will start
classes in May, but the new teachers could start
teaching in the fall of 2023 while they finish
their coursework.

The program is part of a federal Department of
Education grant to recruit more qualified sci-
ence, math and technology teachers. Wayne
RESA and several others are also partners in the
initiative.
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Ford’s market cap tops 100$ billion
for first time ever

By: Michael Bloom CNBC’s

DETROIT - Ford Motor’s market value topped
$100 billion for the first time ever as the auto-
maker’s stock hit a new 52-week high Thurs-
day.

The company’s shares jumped Thursday by
as much as 5.7% to $25.87, hitting another
20-plus-year high, before closing at $25.02 a
share, up 2.3%. Its market value dropped to
$99.99 billion.

The gains have been fueled by Ford’s plans to
increase production of electric vehicles, in-
cluding the Mustang Mach-E crossover and
an upcoming electric version of its bestselling
F-150 pickup that’s due out this spring. The ef-
forts are part of a Ford+ turnaround plan led
by CEO Jim Farley, who took over the helm in
October 2020.

Ford’s now worth more than crosstown rival
General Motors, at about $90 billion, as well
as electric vehicle start-up Rivian Automo-
tive, at $72 billion, which has failed to sustain
gains following a blockbuster IPO in Novem-
ber. Ford continues to significantly trail Tesla,
which has a market cap of more than $1 tril-
lion.

The automaker is rated overweight with a price
target of $21.83 a share, according to an average
of 22 analysts compiled by FactSet. But not all
Wall Street analysts haven’t completely bought
into Ford’s turnaround.

“The stock market’s attraction to the Ford EV sto-
ry continues to take us by surprise,” Morgan Stan-
ley analyst Adam Jonas told investors in a Thurs-
day note called “Ford Market Cap Crosses $100bn:
What’s in the Price?”

Morgan Stanley’s price target for Ford is $12 a share.
Its bull case for the stock is $25 a share, according
to Jonas.

“Ford’s share price movement is impressive, and

management deserve credit for changing the
strategic narrative, triggering a re-rating,” Jo-
nas said. “However, at this juncture, we be-
lieve the risks facing Ford and the sector are
rising faster than the opportunity.”

Jonas cited concerns involving the auto in-
dustry’s historically cyclical nature return-
ing, challenges in scaling EV production and
more competitive and appealing EVs enter-
ing the market against Ford.

U.S. science no longer leads the world.
Here’s how top advisers

By: Jeffery Mervis

A new data-rich report by the National Sci-
ence Foundation (NSF) confirms China has
overtaken the United States as the world’s
leader in several key scientific metrics, includ-
ing the overall number of papers published
and patents awarded. U.S. scientists also have
serious competition from foreign researchers
in certain fields, it finds.

That loss of hegemony raises an important
question for U.S. policymakers and the coun-
try’s research community, according to NSF’s
oversight body, the National Science Board
(NSB). “Since across-the-board leadership in
[science and engineering] is no longer a pos-
sibility, what then should our goals be?” NSB
asks in a policy brief that accompanies this
year’s Science and Engineering Indicators,
NSF’s biennial assessment of global research,
which was released this week. (NSF has con-
verted a single gargantuan volume into nine
thematic reports, summarized in The State of
U.S. Science and Engineering 2022.)

NSB’s white paper hints at an answer by high-
lighting several factors it considers essential
for maintaining a healthy U.S. research en-
vironment. The nation, it says, must sustain
excellence in basic research; foster a scientific
workforce more diverse in race, gender, and
geography; and support high-quality precol-
lege science and math education. The board
also calls for forging closer ties between aca-
demia and industry, keeping borders open to
promote international partnerships, and pro-
moting ethical research practices.

Achieving those goals won't be easy, says Ju-
lia Phillips, an applied physicist who chairs
the NSB committee that oversees Indicators.
Now retired after a long career at AT&T Bell
Laboratories and the Department of Energy’s
Sandia National Laboratories, Phillips spoke
with Science Insider about obstacles posed by
an uncertain budget climate and a roiling de-
bate over how to protect research from foreign
influence.

No “appetite” for more spending

“It would be the height of hubris to think that [the
United States] would lead in everything,” says Phil-
lips, who is also home secretary of the U.S. Nation-
al Academy of Engineering. “So, I think the most
important thing is for the United States to decide
where it cannot be No. 2

At the top of her priorities is sustaining the feder-
al government’s financial support of fundamental
science. “If we lead in basic research, then were
still in a really good position,” she says. But the
government’s “record over the last decades does
not give me a lot of cause for hope.” For example,
Phillips says she is not optimistic that Congress will
approve pending legislation that envisions a much
larger NSF over the next 5 years, or a 2022 appropri-
ations bill that would give NSF a lot more money
right away.

“How much is the U.S. willing to spend on [basic
research]?” she asks. “It’s now a really small fraction
of the GDP [gross domestic product]. Increasing
that could be on the table. And I appreciate that
Congress has consistently been more generous
than [what presidents have requested]. But I see
no evidence that there’s an appetite for raising that
share significantly, which is what it would take.”
Distrust on research security

Phillips thinks a lack of trust between ac-
ademic leaders and the U.S. intelligence
community is aggravating tensions over the
potential threat posed by foreign students
and scientists who study and work at U.S.
universities.

Members of Congress and federal security
agencies have accused China of building up
its research capacity by enticing U.S.-based
scientists to share their discoveries. Some
have blamed U.S. university administrators
for lax enforcement of rules that require
researchers to disclose foreign funding and
are calling for tighter oversight. Universi-
ties have pushed back, saying law enforce-
ment officials often withhold information
about potential threats on their campuses
and that the government’s 3-year-old China
Initiative has engaged in unfair racial pro-
filing of researchers of Chinese descent.

The friction hasn’t been helpful, Phillips
says. “Some of the people that I've heard
making those [assertions] do not fully
appreciate the seriousness of the [secu-
rity] issue,” she says. “I knew the director
of counterintelligence at Sandia very well.
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And every now and then, he would
come visit me and say, ‘OK, you are
hiring this postdoc. And I need to
tell you, there are certain things
about their pedigree that gives us
some concerns. And here’s what
they are, here’s why’ And because I
had a [security] clearance, he could
tell me that”

“But in order for them to tell you
that, there has to be a certain level
of trust,” she adds. “And some of the
people who are especially alarmed
and making those comments [criti-
cizing the China Initiative] have not
gained the trust of individuals in the
intelligence community.”

The “appalling” state of science ed-
ucation

The latest Indicators highlights se-
rious—and persistent—inequities
in elementary and secondary school
education, such as poor students of
color scoring lower than white and
Asian students on standardized tests
and being more likely to have inex-
perienced science and math teach-
ers. Those disparities emphasize the
need for NSF to continue supporting
efforts to improve science teaching,
Phillips says. But she concedes the
federal government has limited abil-
ity to shape precollege schooling.



