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Experts Advise FDA To Authorize Pfizer
COVID Booster For People 65 And Older

—HASSAN

AHMAD
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Dearborn Heights Cfty C’:)uncil's Candidate

HASSAN AHMAD

Hassan is Husband and a proud father
of three beautiful children. He is an As-
sociate

Real Estate Broker with Re/max Lead-
ing Edge in Dearborn Heights with over
seventeen

years of experience in the housing and
real estate industry. Hassan earned a
degree in

Engineering from Oakland University
and a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration

from the University of Phoenix. In 2016,
he was appointed to the City Tax Appeal
Board

where he currently assists residents
with tax concerns ensuring everyone is
treated

fairly. Furthermore, he was appointed
in 2018 by Governor Rick Snyder to The
Michigan

Board of Real Estate Brokers and Sales-
person. He was voted President of the
Dearborn area Board of realtors in 2020.
His hard work was recognized by re-
ceiving the

Realtor of the Year for 2019 - Hassan
serves on the board of various organi-
zations. He

is the Treasurer of LAHC- Leaders ad-
vancing and Helping Communities,
RE/MAX

Ambassador to the Children’s Miracle
Network. During his free time, he rolls
up his

sleeves and volunteers with Habitat for
Humanity, Dearborn Fireman’s Burn
Drive and

The Michigan Veterans Foundation.

I am running for office for my fami-
ly and all Dearborn Heights families.
Community

service is something that has been in-
stilled in me at a very young age. It is a

passion
and a lifestyle. For the past twenty
years, I have been actively involved
with various

organizations at the National, State
and Local levels. I am a gubernato-
rial appointee

currently serving on the Michigan
board of real estate brokers and
salespersons,

serving the entire State of Michi-
gan. Furthermore, I am the treasur-
er of LAHC-Leaders

Advancing and Helping Communi-
ties a local human services agency
that provides vital

services to over 60,000 low-income
people annually through a myriad
of programs

focused on housing &amp; utility
assistance, education, youth devel-
opment, scholarship

opportunities, substance abuse

Dr. Jill Biden Shares the Most

Rewarding Part About Being a Teacher

nutrition and obesity prevention|
among other important

services. My bid for City Council
seems the perfect opportunity to in-
vest my experience,

time and efforts and help advance|
our City. I strongly believe that my
education,

coupled with my work experience,
ethics and passion for public service|
make me the

right candidate for this job, which I
take very seriously.

This -3,700Year-0ld Tablet Shows
The Oldest Known Example of Applied
Geometry
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From Nigeria to Detroit
Timothy Orikri Preaches With
His Paintbrushes

Noor Alesawy
School of Medicine research
assistant named
National Neuroscience

Student of the Year
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WE SPECIALIZED IN AUTO
ACCIDENTS AND WORK INJURIES
WE ACCEPT MOST HEALTH

INSURANCE
OPERATION HOURS
MONDAY- FRIDAY
9AMS5-PM
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Dr. Jill Biden Shares the Most Rewarding Part About Being
a Teacher for Over Three Decades

Our “Teacher-in-Chief”’ is ready to get back in the classroom.

By: Kayla Keegan

Dr. Jill Biden knows a thing or two about education — af-
ter all, the First Lady of the United States began teaching
English at St. Mark’s High School in Wilmington, Dela-
ware 45 years ago.

Now an advocate for community colleges and a professor
of writing at Northern Virginia Community College, Jill
still has her finger on the pulse of education. We were
thrilled to hear that she wanted to help Good Housekeep-
ing celebrate teachers’ heroic ways after the coronavirus
pandemic created an especially difficult year for educa-
tion. Drawing from her own experience, Jill shares some
of her favorite parts about being a teacher and what she
hopes others can come to understand about the noble
profession.

What or who made you want to become a teacher?

In college, I started working with older students who
struggled with reading. I've always loved to read, and I
wanted to help them find that same joy that I found in
books. It was then that I knew that I'd found my calling.
What have you missed most about being in the classroom
during the pandemic?

As I think most teachers will tell you, there’s just so much
that doesn't translate through a computer screen. I've
missed being able to read people’s body language when
they aren’t connecting with the material 'm teaching. I
miss the energy of a full class, when everyone is talking
over each other and the ideas bounce back and forth be-
tween them. I miss the conversations that happen when
people linger after class.

This past year did surprise me, though. I thought it would
be harder online to create the community that makes our
classes so special, but my students really stepped up. We
found new ways to connect with each other. I learned a
lot, and some of those lessons I'll take forward to future
years of teaching. Still, there are some things you just
can't replace, and I can’t wait to get back in the classroom,
this fall.

Dr. Biden says she can’t wait to get back into the class-
room.

White House Photo/Cameron Smith

When has a student showed you appreciation and what
kind of impact did it have on you?

A few years ago, I had to tell my class that I would miss the
next session for personal reasons. Now, my students have
never suffered from a lack of curiosity. So, they immedi-
ately began shouting, “Dr. B, Dr. B, where’re you going?”
My sister was having the first of her cancer treatments,
and she would be in a hospital room for six weeks. I tried
to explain with as much composure as I could muster, but
the words caught in my throat. I turned to face the white-
board, hoping to hold back my emotions. When I turned

back around, the entire class was standing. They lined up and gave me a hug, one by one. Until that moment, I didn’t
realize how much I was struggling, or how much I needed their strength. I recognized then that this community of
students was my family too.

What'’s the most rewarding part about being a teacher?

There is nothing like helping students find their confidence and begin to use their voices or seeing that spark light
up in their eyes the moment a concept falls into place.

Working with community college students is deeply rewarding. My students work incredibly hard to make it to
class, often between work and raising families. They want to

learn. They bring diverse perspectives to our studies - of travels and jobs and families and challenges they've had to
overcome. It is such an honor to be the person to walk them through their studies, to give them the key that could
unlock something life changing.

What makes community colleges so important?

Community colleges are engines of economic prosperity. Most importantly, they meet the needs of students and
communities: offering classes that are flexible, so students don’t have to choose between work and school; training
forreal-world jobs, tailored to the communities they serve; and providing a strong foundation for a four-year degree.
The community college students I teach come from all walks of life: a mother who wants to re-ignite her career after
raising her family; a veteran returning to school; a young person who may not be sure yet what education path they
want to take; a worker who is seeking new skills for the 21stcentury; a student who is the first in her family to go to
college. They all have one thing in common: they are seeking

a better life for themselves through education in their own communities.

The President and I believe that two years of community college should be free for all Americans. Kindergarten
through high school just isn’t enough education to keep pace with our changing world and growing economy.
Above everything else, what do you wish people would understand about teachers?

Teaching is a calling; it is more than a job.

We are truly dedicated to our students and are committed to their success. Many believe teachers leave school at
three o'clock and have summers off. The truth is, teaching in front of our classroom is just one part of the job. We
spend hours at home grading papers or creating lesson plans. On top of all of that, we always carry our students
with us. Whatever I'm doing, there’s always a part of me that’s thinking about my students, wondering how they are
doing, or asking myself what more I can do to help them if they’re struggling.

Especially during this past year, teachers rose to meet the needs of students, and their families too, in unexpected
and profound ways. Teachers pushed through the chaos, adapted on the fly and lifted up students when they needed
it most. Perhaps one of the positive aspects of the pandemic has been the opening of the relationship between par-
ents and educators and that people began to better understand how hard teachers work.

This New Hypersonic 'Space Plane’ Can Get You From New York to London in One Hour

It can soar at 4,000 mph—or five times the speed
of sound.

For most New Yorkers, getting to the Hamptons
in less than three hours is a commendable feat,

in space. It's supposedly greener and cheaper than
current air travel, too.

Reaction Engines will continue trialing parts, with test flights scheduled
to begin in mid-2020 and commercial flights slated for the 2030s. The gov-
ernment has already invested £60 million (around $74 million at current
exchange) into SABRE, which has been matched by Rolls Royce, BAE Sys-

but what if you could get all the way to London in
just a third of the time? The UK Space Agency re-
cently revealed plans for a high-techd at lightning
speed—and it could be in the skies as soon as 2030.
On Tuesday, the CEO of the UK Space Agency Gra-
ham Turnock announced the UK would be work-
ing more closely with Australia in a “world-first
Space Bridge” agreement which will focus on de-
livering a plane—or rocket, really—to shuttle pas-
sengers from continent-to-continent in just four
hours. While flights from London to the Big Apple
will reportedly take a skerrick over 60 minutes.

It’s all courtesy of a new hypersonic engine SABRE
(Synergetic Air-Breathing Rocket Engine)—which
the scientists at Reaction Engines are currently
developing. Fueled by a combination of hydro-
gen and oxygen, SABRE is capable of powering a
plane to Mach 5.4 (4,000 mph) for speedy com-
mercial travel—that’s around five times the speed
of sound—or Mach 25 (19,000 mph) when soaring

SABRE Hypersonic Space Plane Courtesy of Reac-
tion Engines

One of the challenges of hypersonic flight is ensur-
ing the engine can withstand the heat—traveling
that quickly can cause the engine itself to melt—
but SABRE chills the incoming air with tiny tubes
of super-cooled helium, and then utilizes that cap-
tured heat to power the engine.

“Our pre-cooler takes air that arrives at 1,000 de-
grees centigrade and cools it down to zero in
one-twentieth of a second,” Shaun Driscoll, of Re-
action Engines, said.

That’s not just talk, either. Back in April, the Ox-
fordshire-based firm announced successful tests of
a precooler, simulating conditions at Mach 3.3—
that’s 50 percent faster than the supersonic tur-
bojet Concorde, which trekked between New York
and Paris in 3.5 hours, but was terminated in 2003
following a catastrophic crash in which 109 people
died. It’s also on par with the Lockheed SR-71 Black-
bird, the fastest jet aircraft ever made.

tems and Boeing.
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Education Department Announces, 'Final Extension’ Of
Student Loan Payment Freeze

By: Clare Lombardo

U.S. Education Secretary Miguel Cardona answers
questions during a White House news briefing on
Thursday. Win McNamee/Getty Images
The U.S. Department of Education announced that
federal student loan payments will remain on pause
through the end of January.

Loan payments, interest accruals and collections of
defaulted federal student loans have all been on hold
since the start of the pandemic — first thanks to the
CARES Act, then due to extensions from former Presi-
dent Donald Trump, former Education Secretary Betsy
DeVos and President Biden.

Before Friday’s announcement of the Jan. 31 extension,
payments were set to resume in October.

The Education Department called this latest extension
the final one.

“The payment pause has been a lifeline that allowed
millions of Americans to focus on their families, health,
and finances instead of student loans during the na-
tional emergency,” U.S. Education Secretary Miguel
Cardona said in a news release. “As our nation’s econo-
my continues to recover from a deep hole, this final ex-
tension will give students and borrowers the time they
need to plan for restart and ensure a smooth pathway

back to repayment.” In a Pew Charitable Trusts survey conducted this spring, when the moratorium was still set
to expire on Sept. 30, two- thirds of respondents said they'd have a tough time affording payments once the freeze
was lifted.

Democratic lawmakers — including Sen. Elizabeth Warren, Rep. Ayanna Pressley and Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer — had previously urged the Biden administration to extend the moratorium through at least
March.

U.S. Education Secretary Miguel Cardona answers questions during a White House news briefing on Thursday. Win McNamee/Getty Images

From Nigeria to Detroit, Timothy Orikri Preaches With His Paintbrushes

to the United States, first migrating to St. Louis in 1995 before landing in Detroit.

While he’s rejected some pressures of representing his cultural identity in his artwork, Orikri’s art is still
influenced by the color palette and scenes he remembers from growing up in Nigeria. He has, however,
left some things from home country behind. His father always wanted him to follow in his footsteps and
become a preacher, not a painter.

“He was very eager because he felt I was a little bit sociable, convincing, oratorical,” says Orikri. “It just
takes me back to the promises I made to my papa. I said, ‘don’t worry, I'll preach with my brushes.”
The 53-year-old mixed media artist originally from Warri, Nigeria has built an artist sanctuary for him-
self inside his northwest Detroit home, where he lives and creates.

There’s over 600 pieces of original artwork inside his home — and that’s a conservative estimate by
Orikri’s count. The basement is packed. The upstairs is bursting with work that pours out into the hall-
ways, where more canvases of all sizes are leaning against one another.

Each one is its own multimedia project with Orikri using plenty of acrylic and oil paints, but also a ton
of found materials that plenty of people wouldn't think of as

art supplies.

“Cigarette butts. Strings. Burlap. Straws. Rope. Mardi Gras beads. Macaroni — if you eat that. Wood.
Corrugated paper — just to create this unique texture,” he rattles off. “There’s beauty and creativity
in everything” Mixed media artist Timothy Orikri has built an artist sanctuary for himself inside his
northwest Detroit home, where he lives and creates. All this artwork that he shares space with is for sale.
Orikri is a working, living artist. A lot of his work is displayed in hospitals around the state.

He does keep the first floor relatively uncluttered by his art. It's probably the only place in his home that
doesn’t represent the relentlessly positive and colorful stream of consciousness that Orikri has built his

Timothy Orikri discovered painting in Nigeria and dreamed of moving practice around. And it’s in traditional dining room space that he keeps his piano — yet another artistic
to America to expand his artistic practice. Decades later, he’s preach- outlet for him. “One of the reasons why I like to create things about Detroit is that there’s a lot of run
ing with his paintbrushes by using the colors of his native home while down, burnt down, shoot down, raggedy whatever — I look for beauty in that,” says Orikri. “If we wait

rejecting some of its sexist social structures.

for the much more wonderful, convenient, superior, cool ... then we'll lose our creativity because there’s

Orikri says he discovered his love of painting at 17, selling his early beauty in everything.”
works to tourists. He soon started dreaming of taking his artistic craft

Abdulilah Aljabur
25636 Ford Road
Dearborn Heights, Michigan 48127
Cell: -313.995.6448
Office: 313.472.0027
Fax: 313.472.8626
Aaljabur@yahoo.com
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School of Medicine research assistant named
National Neuroscience Student of the Year

Noor Alesawy is a sophomore undergraduate student studying
neuroscience and business administration.
Noor Alesawy, a neuroscience and business administration un-

dergraduate and a research assistant in two laboratories led by |-

School of Medicine faculty members, was named the Nu Rho

Psi National Outstanding Neuroscience Student of the Year for §

2020-2021.
Nu Rho Psi is the National Honor Society of Neuroscience
founded in 2006 for undergraduate college students. The
Wayne State chapter of the organization, of which Alesawy is
vice president, won chapter of the year after inaugurating its
first-class last year.
Noor Alesawy, center, poses with members of the Henry Ford
Department of Neurosurgery at a luncheon she hosted to
thank them for being part of Nu Rho Psi panels.
Associate Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Neuroscienc-
es Arash Javanbakht, M.D., leads the Stress, Trauma and Anxi-
ety Research Clinic, also called the STARC

lab. As a research assistant, Alesawy has been involved in
“Stress Risk and Resilience in Syrian and Iraqi Refugees and
Survivors of Torture,” Dr. Javanbakht’s longitudinal research
project, in which she looks at genetic factors of vulnerability
to post-traumatic stress disorder. She is also part of his pro-
ject using augmented reality and telemedicine for treatment
of phobias and PTSD and helped develop a business model for
commercialization.
“With her intelligence, integrity, passion, exceptional lead-
ership, and organizational skills and commitment, I have no
doubt that Noor is well positioned to have a brilliant future as a
clinician-researcher and physician. While we really need more
clinician-researchers in the field of neuroscience, supporting
women for future leadership in this field is also pivotal,” Dr.
Javanbakht said.
She is also a research assistant in the lab of Associate Professor
of Neurosurgery Alana Conti, Ph.D.
“Wayne State University is a research epicenter, so professors
were always very welcoming to undergraduate students eager
to research in their labs. I have gotten the opportunity to do my
own research project to study the effects of photobiomodula-

tion light therapy on traumatic brain injury-induced opi-
oid seeking under the guidance of Dr. Conti,” Alesawy said.
After learning she won the national award, Alesawy imme-
diately texted faculty and peers who may have nominated
her for the honor. “Without their support and continuous
mentorship, none of this would be possible,” she said.
Alesawy moved to the United States from Baghdad with
her family at age 12 for better educational opportunities, in-
itially settling in Boston, then Michigan. News of the award
spread quickly, and she woke the day after to texts from
family abroad recognizing her name and face on the news
in Iraq and the Middle East.

“I felt motivated more than ever to work hard after seeing
all the love, support and pride from my country,” she said.
“I realized that every action and achievement I do is not
only representative of myself but an entire country as I am
the first impression to many people in the U.S. of what an
Iraqi oran Arab is like. This is truly one of the greatest hon-
ors I could imagine.”

She pursued a dual degree in Neuroscience and Business
Administration on the pre-medicine track at WSU but is
transferring to a different university this fall.

‘While at WSU, Alesawy hosted and coordinated the uni-
versity’s first M.D./M.B.A. panel with student panelists
and speakers, including School of Medicine Dean Mark E.
Schweitzer, M.D., and Mike Ilitch School of Business
Dean Bob Forsythe, Ph.D.

“It has truly been an honor to be a part of the neuroscience
program at WSU as I have met some of the most brilliant
neuroscientists who are always eager to mentor the next
generation,” she said. “After two years at Wayne State Uni-
versity, I am extremely thankful for all the opportunities
and lessons I have learned. Never would I have thought
that I would be able to play a role in establishing entire
university programs, commercializing a business, or even
offered funding for my research project at only 20 years
old. But with the support of the exceptional professors
and peers at WSU, the sky is the limit. I urge all undergrad
students to really get involved and get to know their pro-
fessors, because there is always an opportunity available
out there for those eager students.”

Sources: Wayne State University
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The Pentagon Is Experimenting With Al That Can Predict

By: Maria Cheng

If you're wondering just how advanced ar-
tificial intelligence (Al) systems are getting,
then know this: the US military is testing an
experimental Al network tasked with iden-
tifying likely future events worthy of closer
attention, and days before they occur.

The series of tests are called the Global In-
formation Dominance Experiments (GIDE),
and they combine data from a huge variety
of sources, including satellite imagery, in-
telligence reports, sensors in the field, radar,
and more.

Cloud computing also plays an important
part in this setup, making sure that vast
chunks of data collected from all over the
world can be processed efficiently, and then
accessed by whichever military officials and
agencies need them.

“GIDE, the Global Information Dominance
Experiments, embodies a fundamental
change in how we use information and data
to increase decision space for leaders from
the tactical level to the strategic level - not
only military leaders, but [it] also gives op-
portunity for our civilian leaders,” US Air
Force General Glen D. VanHerck explained
in a press briefing last week.

The idea is to anticipate the moves of other
nations way ahead of time, which means de-
terrents and precautions can be put in place
before the fighting starts, or before hostili-
ties have a chance to ramp up.

In fact, the jumps in logic aren’t as huge as
you might think - if preparations are being
made for a submarine to leave port, for ex-
ample, then it’s fairly obvious it’s on its way
out to sea. Where the Al really helps is in us-
ing machine learning to spot and collate all

Events ‘Days in Advance’

this information much more quickly than human operatives can.

Another example is the number of cars in a car park, at a military base or research
station perhaps. If the Al sees increased activity, it can flag this to other parts of the
system, where it’s then analyzed as part of a massive data set.

“The data exists,” said VanHerck. “What we're doing is making that data available,
making that data available and shared into a cloud where machine learning and
artificial intelligence look at it. And they process it quickly and provide it to deci-
sion-makers, which I call decision superiority.”

“This gives us days of advanced warning and ability to react. Where, in the past, we
may not have put eyes on with an analyst of a GEOINT satellite image, now we are
doing that within minutes or near real-time.”

Understandably, the US isn't giving too much away about how exactly these new Al
systems work, or how they process the information they're gathering, but the result
is more data processed in a quicker time. This third set of GIDE testing was recently
completed, and a fourth is planned.

While the experiments sound a bit Minority Report at the moment - people being
arrested for crimes before they've been committed - officials are framing them as a
form of supercharged information gathering, rather than ways to actually see into the
future. VanHerck stresses that humans are still making all the decisions based on the
data that the machine-learning systems produce - and says the Al under develop-
ment will likely end up de-escalating situations, rather than the opposite. “The abil-
ity to see days in advance creates decision space,” said VanHerck. “Decision space for
me as an operational commander to potentially posture forces to create deterrence
options to provide that to the secretary or even the President.”
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This -3,700Year-Old Tablet Shows

The Oldest Known Example of Applied Geometry

The discovery is described in a new paper that analyzes the context of this tablet with recent findings about a tablet
contemporaneous with Si.427, known as Plimpton 322. In 2017, Mansfield and colleagues revealed that Plimpton 322
was an early trigonometric table, showing a whole list of Pythagorean triples.

Nevertheless, it demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of geometry. It may not have been as advanced as the
trigonometry later described by the ancient Greeks, but it does suggest that our understanding of mathematics may
have been more incremental than current historical knowledge tells us.

An ancient fragment of clay tablet dating back to
3,700 years ago, during the Old Babylonian pe-
riod, contains what is now the oldest known ex-
ample of applied geometry, a mathematician has
discovered. That’s more than a millennium prior
to the birth of Pythagoras. And this history-alter-
ing artifact, known as Si.427, had just been sit-
ting in a museum in Istanbul for more than 100
years. “Si.427 dates from the Old Babylonian (OB)
period - 1900 to 1600 BCE,” said mathematician
Daniel Mansfield of the University of New South
Wales (UNSW) in Australia.

“Nobody expected that the Babylonians were using Pythagorean triples in this way,” Mansfield said. “It is more akin to
pure mathematics, inspired by the practical problems of the time.” The research has been published in Foundations
of Science.

“It’s the only known example of a cadastral docu-
ment from the OB period, which is a plan used by
surveyors to define land boundaries. In this case,
it tells us legal and geometric details about a field
that’s split after some of it was sold off”

That plan uses sets of numbers known as Pythag-
orean triples to derive accurate right angles or sets
of numbers that fit trigonometric models for cal-
culating the sides of a right-angled triangle. This
makes the timing of the artifact particularly inter-
esting, with important implications for the histo-
ry of mathematics, Mansfield noted.




