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Whitmer Reope State :
Our Pure Michigan Summer
is hack

Governor Gretchen Whitmer will
invest $250 million to state parks
and trail ways in hopes of boosting
tourism across Michigan.

The plan calls for a historic invest-
ment of $250 million in federal re-
lief dollars from President Biden’s
American Rescue Plan to be used
for new investments in parks and
trails and to address the backlog of
park infrastructure projects, which
will help support Michigan busi-
nesses and local economies.
Whitmer is also hoping this mod-
ernization boosts the local econo-
my.

“Tourism is vital to Michigan’s
economy and to our overall eco-
nomic health, and COVID dispro-
portionately harmed our tourism
and hospitality sectors,” said Gov-

ernor Gretchen Whitmer. “In-
vestments in our public spaces
make Michigan a more compet-
itive and attractive destination
for tourism, position us as a rec-
reation leader, and are critical
components of our seasonal and
rural economies. This is a valu-
able use of our federal funds to
help the communities who rely
on tourism rebound from the
public health crisis. Parks bring
us together. They are equally
beloved by all Michiganders,
regardless of geography or in-
come, race or class or politics.”

Tourism to Michigan parks
generates value for surround-
ing communities, creates jobs,
and sustains small businesses.

Governor Whitmer toinvest 2504 million
onstate parks

On average, every $1 invested in
land conservation leads to $4 in
economic benefit. Investments

in parks uplift communities and
this will help Michigan contin-
ue to jumpstart the economy as
the state emerges from the pan-
demic.

As people found creative ways
to socially distance during the
pandemic, the state saw a 30%
increase in visitors to state parks
and recreation areas. Michigan’s
outdoor recreation industry
supports billions in state GDP
and sustains 126,000 jobs and
over $4.7 billion in wages and
salaries in Michigan.
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Michigan Domestic and Sexual Violence Policy
Director Receives Champion of Justice Award

LANSING, Mich. - Kathy Hagenian, long-time victim ad-
vocate and executive policy director for the Michigan Co- “
alition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence, is the recip-
ient of the Champion of Justice Award from the Michigan
Domestic and Sexual Violence Prevention and Treatment
Board.

The award recognizes people whose work improves vic-
tims’” access to justice and affects policy reforms in the
areas of domestic violence, sexual assault and intimate
partner violence.

“Throughout her 35 years of experience in the movement
to end violence against women and children, Ms. Hagen-
ian has been recognized for her commitment to survivor
empowerment and to ensuring the experiences of survi-
vors and advocates remain at the forefront of our work,”
said Debi Cain, executive director of the Division of Vic-
tim Services in the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services. “Her training and policy focus are cen-
tered on honoring the lived experience of survivors, which
includes understanding trauma while emphasizing survi-
vors’ strength, resilience, and healing.”

Hagenian has served as the coalition policy director since
1996. She is widely respected for her leadership in policy
initiatives and influence in critical legislative reform ef-
forts. Hagenian’s involvement includes her role in the Co-
alition to End Legalized Rape, fighting to include domes-
tic violence indicators in child custody laws, playing a part
in making Michigan the first state in the nation to define
stalking as a general intent crime, and other anti-stalking
laws. She was also instrumental in early reforms to Michi-
gan’s criminal justice response to domestic violence.

“I am deeply honored by this recognition from the board,”
Hagenian said. “I am also profoundly grateful for the priv-
ilege to work alongside so many incredible leaders, be-
ginning with survivors, who individually and collectively
founded our movement with courage, tenacity, expertise,
passion, hope, and wisdom. Though we still have much to
do, we have made incredible progress, and I look forward

g |

to continuing our journey toward social justice in ending domestic and sexual violence.”

Hagenian’s expertise in protocol and curriculum development made her a natural choice to assist with the editorial
review board of the Michigan Judicial Institute for domestic violence and sexual assault Bench Books, the Michigan
Commission of Law Enforcement Standards on response to domestic violence and sexual assault, and early develop-
ment of high school models of dating violence intervention and prevention.

“We are fortunate, proud, and forever grateful for all the work Ms. Hagenian has done and continues to do every day
to ensure victims have a voice at the table,” said Judge Amy Ronanye Krause, chair of the prevention board.
Hagenian has served on numerous statewide and national multi-disciplinary groups, including the Governor’s Task
Force for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect, the Governor’s Task Force on Battering Interventions Standards,
the Michigan Sexual Assault Statewide Systems Response Task Force - as chair, the Michigan Sexual Assault Evi-
dence Kit Tracking and Reporting Commission, participating in policy ad hoc advisory workgroups for the National
Network to End Domestic Violence and the National Alliance to End Sexual Assault, the Battered Women’s Clemen-
cy Project of Michigan, and the Battering Intervention Services Coalition Board of Directors.

Hagenian and her husband, Tim McDonald, have lived in November for over 30 years, where they have raised their

three young adult children.

Supreme Court rules for student-
athletes in battle over NCAA limitson
certain benefits

Black Americans laud Juneteenth holiday,
say more work ahead

a holiday or a day of recognition, like Flag Day, and
most states hold celebrations. Juneteenth is a paid

The U.S. government is catching up with Black
people who have been commemorating the end of

slavery in the United States for generations with a
day called “Juneteenth.”

President Joe Biden signed a bill Thursday that
was passed by Congress to set aside Juneteenth, or
June 19th, as a federal holiday. “I hope this is the
beginning of a change in the way we deal with one
another,” he said.

The Senate approved the bill unanimously; only 14
House Republicans — many representing states
that were part of the slave-holding Confederacy in
the 19th century — opposed the measure.

The term Juneteenth is a blend of the words June
and nineteenth. The holiday has also been called
Juneteenth Independence Day or Freedom Day.
Often celebrated at first with church picnics and
speeches, the holiday spread across the nation and
internationally as Black Texans moved elsewhere.
The vast majority of states recognize Juneteenth as

holiday for state employees in Texas, New York, Vir-
ginia and Washington, and hundreds of companies
give workers a day off for Juneteenth.

“This day doesn’t just celebrate the past. It calls
for action today,” Biden said before he established
Juneteenth National Independence Day. His audi-
ence included scores of members of Congress and
Opal Lee, a 94-year-old Texas woman who cam-
paigned for the holiday. Juneteenth is the 12th fed-
eral holiday, including Inauguration Day once every
four years.

It’s also the first federal holiday since the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. holiday was added in 1983. Most white
Americans had not heard of Juneteenth before the
summer of 2020 and the protests that stirred the
nation’s conscience over race after Floyd’s killing
by a Minneapolis police officer, said Matthew Del-
mont, who teaches history at Dartmouth College.

The Supreme Court said the National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion (NCAA) cannot strictly limit certain benefits for student-ath-
letes as a means of protecting their amateur status, delivering a
blow to the behemoth organization as it confronts efforts to allow
collegiate athletes to receive some financial compensation.

In a 9-o decision, the Supreme Court held that NCAA schools
could no longer collude to fix the price of labor for college athletes
as long as the benefits in question are related to their education.
As Justice Brett Kavanaugh wrote: “Traditions alone cannot justify
the NCAA’s decision to build a massive money-raising enterprise
on the backs of student-athletes who are not fairly compensated.”
The high court ruled unanimously in favor of the student-athletes
in finding the NCAA violated federal antitrust laws with its restric-
tions on academic-related benefits, with Justice Neil Gorsuch de-
livering the opinion. The decision is the most significant involving
antitrust laws and the athletic association to come from the Su-
preme Court in decades.

The Supreme Court’s decision involves only a subset of the NCAA’s
compensation rules — those restricting education-related bene-
fits. But Justice Brett Kavanaugh warned in a concurring opinion
that the “NCAA’s business model of using unpaid student athletes
to generate billions of dollars in revenue for the colleges raises se-
rious questions under the antitrust laws.”

“The NCAA couches its arguments for not paying student athletes
in innocuous labels. But the labels cannot disguise the reality: The
NCAA’s business model would be flatly illegal in almost any other
industry in America,” he wrote.

The organization said in a statement that the Supreme Court’s de-
cision “reaffirms the NCAA’s authority to adopt reasonable rules
and repeatedly notes that the NCAA remains free to articulate
what are and are not truly educational benefits, consistent with
the NCAA’s mission to support student-athletes.”
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The Senate Has Just Confirmed
The First Muslim American Federal
JudgeInU.S. History

By: Saeed Ahmed

A son of Pakistani immigrants has just been con-
firmed by the Senate as the first Muslim American
federal judge in U.S. history.
Zahid Quraishi was confirmed to the U.S. District
Court for the District of New Jersey by a vote of 81-16
on Thursday.
“It’s a historic appointment as the first Muslim Article
3 judge in history. He just has this long, very enviable
record of public service,” Carl Tobias, a professor of
law at the University of Richmond, told NPR.

Quraishi’s father, Nisar, emigrated to New York from
Pakistan in 1970. The elder Quraishi opened a medical
practice and continued seeing patients until he died
of complications from coronavirus in April 2020.

He served two tours in Iraq
Quraishi, a graduate of Rutgers Law School, was in an
active law practice but gave that up to join the Army
after the 9/u attacks, Tobias said.

www.freeopinionpress.com | 40 aasll |

He served two tours in Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom in 2004 and 2006. In 2019, he was appointed as a
U.S. magistrate judge for the District of New Jersey — the
first Asian-American to serve on the federal bench in the
state.

Article continues after sponsor message

“I just find that to be unbelievable; I think it speaks to his
really amazing public service,” Tobias said.

He’s part of Biden’s diverse slate of nominees

In March, Quraishi was among the first judicial nomina-
tions that President Biden announced. It was a diverse
slate that included three African American women tapped
for Circuit Court vacancies; the first AAPI woman to ever
serve on the U.S. District Court for the District of D.C.; and
the first woman of color to ever serve as a federal judge for
the District of Maryland.

“He is a model for the outstanding contributions that Pa-
kistani and Muslim Americans make to this country every

2021 Ylpaja | dasolAd) disall

day. We are grateful to President Biden for nomi-
nating him, and to members of the Senate for con-
firming him today,” said Dr. ljaz Ahmad, chairman
of the American Pakistani Public Affairs Commit-

tee.

Ahead of Quraishi’s confirmation, Sen. Cory Book-
er, D-N.J., said voting him in would be a reflection
of America’s ideal of religious freedom.

“It was such a sacrosanct ideal in principle that our
Founders put that into the Constitution,” Booker
said.

“Here we are generations and generations later and
this will be a real moment of breakthrough of a per-
son who has shown their patriotism.”

Zahid Quraishi was confirmed as a U.S. District
Judge for the District of New Jersey.Tom Wil-
liams-Pool/Getty Images

California Approves A Pilot
Program
for Driverless Rides

The California Public Utilities Commission announced Friday
that Cruise, a self-driving car service out of San Francisco, has
been authorized to participate in the state’s first pilot program to
provide driverless ride services to the public.

The company is not allowed to charge passengers for rides.

Eight companies have permits for testing driverless vehicles in
California, but Cruise is the only company approved for giving
rides to passengers without a safety driver on board. However, the
vehicles still have to have a link to a remote safety operator.

So far, Cruise says its autonomous cars have logged more than 2
million miles driven in California. The company also has more
than 300 all-electric autonomous vehicles operating in San Fran-
cisco and in Phoenix.

Cruise was acquired by General Motors in 2016 and has had big
investments from Softbank, Honda, T. Rowe Price, Microsoft and
Walmart.

Many vehicles on the road today already implement some level of
automation technology, which the National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration breaks down into various levels.

Despite the rise of automated vehicle technology, an American
Automobile Association survey conducted in January found most
drivers are hesitant to get in a self-driving car. The study suggests
that only 14% of drivers trusta car to do all the driving, 54% are too
afraid to try it and the remaining 32% are unsure.

Digital License Plates Coming
To Michigan, Other States To Follow

By: Sam McEachern

Lawmakers in Michigan will allow motorists in the state to ditch their archaic
old metal license plates for sleek new digital license plates starting next spring.
California and Arizona began allowing motorists to use digital license plates
in 2019 and are currently the only U.S. states where motorists are allowed to
register a vehicle with them. That’s all set to change next year, however, when
General Motors‘ home state of Michigan joins the fray.

Reviver, the company that manufactures the digital plates, is also in discussion
with ten other states apart from Michigan that may be interested in using the technology in the future, ac-
cording to The Detroit Free Press.

dmv.ca.gov

Reviver’s Rplate digital license plate runs through a smartphone app and offers numerous advantages over
a regular metal plate. For starters, the plate removes the need for owners to go to the Department of Motor
Vehicles to get a plate or renew their registration sticker. They can also alert other motorists that the vehicle is
stolen or display custom messages that are inputted via the smartphone app.

The Rplate is priced from $500 and users are also charged an annual $55 connectivity fee to keep it hooked
up to Reviver’s servers. Only around 3,300 people have the digital plates in California and Arizona right now,
but with Reviver now looking to expand to other states, they could become much more commonplace in the
coming years.

Reviver also offers a more expensive version of the plate called the Rplate Pro, which features GPS tracking

and can relay important telematics like vehicle speed and miles driven. This model is mainly used by fleet
operators, Reviver told the Free Press.
While this is an aftermarket product that seems like a bit of a gimmick at the moment, digital license plates
could one day be the industry standard. Automakers may eventually integrate digital plates into their vehicles
from the factory, as well, which could completely negate the need for metal plates, in-person renewal, and reg-
istration stickers.This technology could also remove the age-old problem of license plates negatively affecting
the front and rear end styling of a vehicle, giving automakers more freedom to integrate the plates into the
vehicle’s exterior design.

Abdulilah Aljabur
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Moffitt Names Researcher of the Year

By: Jonesa Rodriguez

Each year, Moffitt Cancer Center host its annual Fac-
ulty Appreciation and Recognition Ceremony, where
they highlight faculty members for their outstanding
achievements across the cancer center. Fifteen awards
are given to those who raise the bar of science at Mof-
fitt, furthering its mission to contribute to the preven-
tion and cure of cancer.
The top award, the W. Jackson Pledger Researcher of
the Year, is given to a research faculty member who has
made outstanding contributions to the understanding
of cancer through innovative research.
This year’s W. Jackson Pledger Researcher of the Year
award recipient is Dr. Jose Conejo-Garcia.
In 2016, Conejo-Garcia joined Moffitt to lead the De-
partment of Immunology and co-lead the Immu-
no-Oncology Program, which he says has been a re-
markably positive experience. The goal of his research
program is to identify and target mechanisms govern-
ing the balance between immunosuppression and pro-
tective immunity in the tumor microenvironment, with
an emphasis on the role of cancer-driven pathological
myelopoiesis.
This year, he was recognized for not only being a thought
leader in his field but for his efforts to push the envelope
on the insight of immune surveillance and understand
how to manipulate the immune system and translate the
work into the clinic.
Conejo- Garcia says he feels highly honored winning an
award of such magnitude.

“We have hundreds of investigators and some of the
best talent in the nation. Being recognized by this tal-
ented cohort of colleagues is a humbling but hearten-

you conscious of keeping the level that their respect
deserves. Overall, my colleagues and I in my labora-
tory feel encouraged to continue the hard work and
keep making discoveries on the immunobiology of
cancer.”

Conejo-Garcia says he became a researcher at Mof-
fitt for two reasons. First, the opportunity to trans-
late discoveries from inception in his laboratory into
clinical testing in collaboration with some of the top
physicians at the institution. Secondly, he’s obtained
a chance to recruit other immuno-oncologists to
forge the department of his dreams with strong in-
stitutional support.

Over the years, he has authored 154 publications in
peer review journals, with his latest work being a

novel immune checkpoint inhibitory pathway that
is already being targeted in clinical trials.

For him, being a researcher is not a hobby but more
of a passion.

“You do not spend six days per week pursuing a
band in a gel if you are not passionate about the im-
plications of that result. For professional academic
scientists, this is not a hobby. It’s a way of life around
which the rest of our life circles,” said Conejo-Gar-
cia.

During the appreciation and recognition ceremony,
he was also awarded the Top Publication Award Ba-
sic Science and the Team Publication Award.

ing experience,” he said. “It is very rewarding but makes

Parenting In The Digital Age

BY: ALI ALSENDI

(let us protect our kids from cy-
ber-crimes)

All parents should learn cyber-se-
curity. to ensure a safe life and fu-
ture for our children we need at
least to learn the fundamental of
cyber-security and we need to be
aware of the dangers of the inter-
net. Cyber-crimes happen every
day and I am sure that most parents not aware of what their children
are viewing.

The Internet is useful for us but in the meanwhile, we need to be
aware of its risks and how it is dangerous if we do not how to use it.
This danger can be harmful for children and we need to do a precau-
tion to eliminate anyone from hurting our children.

The American Association of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry says
that children ages 8-12 in the United States spend 4-6 hours a day
watching or using screens, and teens spend up to 9 hours. AACAP,
A. (2020, February). Screen Time and Children.

Children within these hours may be exposed to Violence and
risk-taking behaviors or Videos of stunts or challenges that may in-
spire unsafe behavior or sexual content or cyber-bullies and preda-
tors. This will push us as parents to make plans to monitor and help
our children to surf the internet safely with no concerns.

When I read the news about the cyber-crimes and the dangers of
new applications and how the hackers can easily hack our phones
and computer system, I feel so scared about my children. In 2018,
almost 700 million people were victims of some type of cybercrime.
Bera, A. (2019, March 12). Terrifying Cybercrime Statistics (2019).

[ think about this every day how I can protect them and help them to
surf the internet with no risks. I chose cyber-security as my major in
college to educate myself about this topic and I hope that one day I
can help all parents to protect their children.

Nowadays, within this pandemic of Covid-19 all students are study-
ing online from Kindergarten through 12th grade. I can say that they
spend about 10 hours a day using the internet with no supervision
from parents and this might increase the risks especially for big fam-

ilies with 3-5 students in the same house. Therefore, the parents cannot follow-up with every
single one, and cannot monitor what they are viewing. In this case, the parents need to learn a
lot of cyber-security software and should be involved in their kid’s activity and online curricu-
lum. It is not an easy thing and I know it is complicated because a lot of parents busy and their
own jobs and they don’t have enough computer skills to do so but they should seek someone
else’s experience to help them do this very crucial stuff.

There are hundreds of protection methods that we can learn and use to ensure that we and our
children have safe internet surfing. The first method is to limit screen time and plan dedicated
time to use the internet. The other method is to monitor them using paid or free software. |
personally have 10 years daughter and g years son so to protect them I use an extension for my
Chrome browser called “Block Site”, and this gives me a white list website and blacklist websites,
so I need only to add a list to prevent risky websites or keywords from viewing to my children.
Another thing I do is checking the browsing history to see the last visited website and be sure
that nothing bad shown to my children. I also talk to my children about security and privacy
trying to educate them about the internet challenges and risks.

We need to educate ourselves about cyber-security and learn how to monitor and support our
children in this unlimited risky environment because parenting in the digital age is not easy
anymore, and after the coronavirus COVID-19 crisis the parenting will be more difficult.
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Can you mix and match COVID19- vaccines?

By: Maria Cheng 4 N\

Can you mix and match two-dose COV- FREE OPINION
ID-19 vaccines? PRESS, LLC

It’s likely safe and effective, but research-
ers are still gathering data to be sure.
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The authorized COVIp—lg shots 'around DECEMBER,2016
the world are all designed to stimulate

your immune system to produce vi- 9 DEARBORN MICHIGAN
rus-fighting antibodies, though the way

they do so varies, noted Dr. Kate O’Brien, INDEPENDENT ARAB
director of the World Health Organiza- AMERICAN YOUTH
tion’s vaccine unit. COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
“Based on the basic principles of how vac- IN BOTH

cines work, we do think that the mix-and-

match regimens are going to work,” she LA S Al B S L
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Scientists at Oxford University in the ARAB AMERICAN YOUTHS
United Kingdom are testing combina- MICHIGAN, USA

tions of the two-dose COVID-19 vaccines

made by Astr.aZeneca, Moderna, Novavax ing different types of vaccines can often produce a stronger immune response, EDITOR IN CHIEF:
and Pfizer-BioNTech. Smaller trials are  .5i4 1 ayrence Young, a virologist at the University of Warwick in the United DR. AFRAH ALI
also ongoing in Spain and Germany. Kingdom. PHD. POLITICAL SCIENCE

“We really just need to get the evidence
in each of these (vaccine) combinations,”’
O’Brien said.

So far, limited data suggests an Astra-
Zeneca shot followed by the Pfizer shot is
safe and effective. The combination also

In some places, health officials already suggest mixing in select circumstances.
After the AstraZeneca vaccine was linked to extremely rare blood clots, several CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:
European countries including Germany and France recommended people who NOOR AHMED

got it as a first dose get a Pfizer or Moderna shot as a second dose instead. On AKRAM ALI
Thursday, Canada made the same recommendation.

Some places like Britain say people should aim to get the same vaccine for their

appears to come with a .shghtly hlgher second dose if possible. If they got AstraZeneca as their first shot, they’re advised DESIGNER:
hk}elllhoo((ii ck)lf.ﬁemporary side effects like get another vaccine only if they have a history of blood clots or other condi- AHMED ALI
aches and chills. . . . .
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for its 2nd quarter is improving
- /

Ford’s second-quarter outlook is improving, with ~ learning that this is a scramble to get the (computer) modules in the vehicles in the second half, even.”

large numbers of customers making reservations  Also, unlike competitors, Ford will not remove features such as fuel-saving stop-start technology in order to
for four of its new vehicles. keep building vehicles with fewer chips, Farley said.

Ford Motor Co. now anticipates its quarterly ad- Ford had previously said it could lose up to 50% of its second-quarter production due to the chip shortage, but
justed earnings before interest and taxes for the it gave no specifics about whether that actually happened.
April through June quarter to top its expectations ~ On Thursday, Ford announced it had acquired a California electric vehicle charging software company called

and be significantly better than the year-ago pe-  Electriphi. Farley said charging management would be among the services Ford will offer fleet customers. With
riod. wireless diagnostics and algorithms that predict vehicle problems, Farley expects the company’s parts and ser-
Although there’s still uncertainty around semi-  vice business to double.

conductor supply, Ford is seeing improvement Farley said it’s clear the administration of President Joe Biden is committed to switching the industry to electric
in its automotive business due to lower-than-ex-  vehicles and away from internal combustion power. He said he would like government incentives to entice cus-
pected costs and favorable market factors. It’s also tomers to switch, and called on Biden to emphasize vehicles made in North America, especially the U.S.

being helped by increased vehicle auction values. Ford said reservations have climbed to 190,000 for the revived full-size Bronco SUV, with 125,000 of those al-

CEO Jim Farley told investors at Deutsche Bank’s ~ ready converted to orders. The vehicle is now
Global Auto Industry Conference on Thursday  in production. There’s also 100,000 reservations
that the company is benefiting from lower costs  for the battery-electric F-150 Lightning pickup;
overseas and in North America due to restructur- 36,000 for the new Maverick compact pickup
ing. It’s also seeing “pretty breathtaking” prices  and 20,000 for the all-electric E-Transit com-
for its vehicles with tight inventories, and higher =~ mercial van.

revenue from its credit arm, he said. Ford is taking $100 refundable deposits for
But he said Ford is still being hit harder than com-  Bronco and Lightning reservations. No depos-
petitors by the global shortage of computer chips  its are required to reserve the Maverick and the
because it was more reliant on Renesas, a Japanese E-Transit.

chip maker that had a fire at one of its factories in Ford is expected to announce its second-quar-
March. Even though the Renesas plant is restart- ter results and provide an outlook for the sec-
ing some production, he doesn’t see Ford return- ond half of the year on July 28.

ing to normal vehicle availability until sometime Sources: Associate Press (AP)

next year due in part to high demand.

“I would say in the second half of the year, things

are going to get better for us,” Farley said. “We are




