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A Federal Judge Mark Goldsmith

orders Iraqi detainee be released before Christmas

A Federal judge Mark Goldsmith has ordered the release their lives with their families and their communities. months. The timing of ruling meant Iraqi
the Iraqis being detained by the US Immigration and “Today’s decision is about accountability,” said senior staff detainees could be home for at least one
Customs Enforcement (ICE) during deportation pro- attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), holiday this year. In 2014, 163 people from
ceedings, giving the government 30 days to comply. Fed- Miriam Aukerman. “ICE thought it could get away with ly- Iraq were remove, according to the Depart-
eral Judge Goldsmith, granted two motion filed by the ing to a federal judge and also thought it could get away ment of Justice in 2017 and there have been
American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan in 2017: Re-  with using indefinite detention to coerce Iraqis to accept 325 Iraqis removed since 2010.

lease of the detainees and sanctioning of U.S Immigra- deportation despite the dangers they face in Iraq, but to- “We are delighted that families who have
tion and Customs Enforcement for demonstrably false day, Judge Goldsmith made it clear that ICE is not above been separated for so long will finally be
statement to the court designed to delay the proceeding. the law.” reunited,” said Kim Scott, an attorney at
In a 59-page opinion, Judge Mark A. Goldsmith argued Judge Goldsmith has given the government until Dec. 20 to Miller Canfield who also represents the de-
that the “[US] Federal Government cannot indefinitely release the roughly 110 Iraqis currently being detained, al- tainees. “As a result of today’s order, many
detain foreign nationals while it seeks to repatriate them lowing for the Chaldeans in custody to return to their fam- of those who were unjustly detained will be
when there is no significant likelihood of repatriation ilies in time for the Christmas holidays. Nadine Kalasha, an home with their families for the holidays.”
in the reasonably foreseeable future. This principle em- attorney with Code Legal Aid helped file a lawsuit last year On behalf the Free Opinion News team we
anates from our Constitution’s core value of rejecting against the U.S government by the ACLU said “the families would like to congratulated the Iraqi’s de-
arbitrary restraints on individual liberty” Goldsmith have been suffering and Judge Goldsmith orders is a hug tainees and their families for their releas-
ordered the detainees released within 30 days, acknowl-  win, a really big deal for us” The remaining of 110 Iraqi de- ing judge ordered day and ACLU organiza-
edging that even in release they will likely face hardship, tainees are excepted to being released in time for the holi- tion and CODE Legal Aid for assistance in
since they have been deprived of more than a year of days after being separated from their families more than 18 this matter.

Advancing toward targeting genetic mutation

based on DNA rather than a cancer's type. NOfila Haidar Named Vice Pl‘eSident Of UM-D
College of Arts, Sciences and letter (CASL)

Free Opinion Press:
The United States Food and Drug  patients get the right treatment at the

Administration (FDA) approved a  right time. This type of drug develop- Free Opinion Press:

drug that targets cancer based on  ment program, which enrolled patients Nofila Haidar, was recently appointed Vice President of the University of Mich-
DNA, rather than where the tumor  jth different tumors but a common igan-Dearborn College of Arts, Sciences and Letters (CASL) Alumni Affiliate
is your body. The FDA announced = gepne mutation, wouldnt have been Board of Directors. Nofila Haidar earned a bachelor’s degree in communications,
the accelerated approval of Vitrakvi  pogsible a decade ago because we knew criminal justice and regional studies as well as a master’s degree in public ad-
(larotrectinib), a treatment for pa- 3 ot less about such cancer mutations. ministration. Also, Nofila Haidar is a lifelong Dearborn resident and an active
tients whose cancers have a specific  Uging our breakthrough therapy desig- member of the city. She committed to collaborate with university officials in
genetic feature (biomarker). Vit- nation and accelerated approval pro- addressing the needs, polices and program of CASL and the Alumni Association
rakvi is indicated for the treatment  cegses, we support innovation in pre- of the university of Michigan

of adultand pediatric patients with  ¢jgion oncology drug development and “It is important that we value at education at every level, while seeking strategies
solid tumors that have a neuro-  the eyolution of more targeted and ef- that improve it and access to it. CASL, in partnership with all its stakeholders,
trophic receptor tyrosine kinase foctive treatments for cancer patients. does so every day”, Nofila said.

(NTRK) gene fusion. The drug, Thjs is especially true when it comes to “I'am thrilled and grateful to be appointed to the University of Michigan-Dear-
Vitrakvi, was developed by Loxo pediatric cancers. We're committed to born CASL Alumni Board,”

Oncology (Bayer). It’s the compa- continuing to advance a more modern Furthermore, Nofila Haidar’s leadership has also helped with the creation of
ny’s first drug to get approved and  framework of clinical trial designs that the Early Learning Coalition for Dearborn Public Schools, where she serves as
it'’s only the second time FDA has  gupport more targeted innovations a Board Member. In addition, she sits on the Dearborn Education Foundation
approved cancer drug’s use based  4crogs disease types based on our grow- Board and the Dearborn Good fel-

on certain mutation rather than ing understanding of the underlying lows Board. The Dearborn Parent

a particular tumor type. “Today’s piology of diseases like cancer” Exam- Teacher Association Council (PTA)

approval marks another step in an  ples of tumor types with an NTRK fu- was barely active, but when Nofila

important shift toward treating sion that respond- was elected to the council the PTA

cancers based on their tumor ge- ed to larotrectinib started being more active with her

netics rather than their site of ori- . include soft tissue leadership strategies and the help of

gin in the body,” said FDA Commis- %o\t/r:m@fa\{,lsules sarcoma, salivary other members.

sioner Scott Gottlieb, M.D. “This ~ 25ma = gland can- On behalf the Free Opinion News

new site-agnostic oncology thera- ‘e cer, in- team we would like to congrats

py isn’t specific to a cancer arising fantile Nofila Haider for become the Vice

in a particular body organ, such as fibro- President of the University of Mich-

breast or colon cancer. Its approv- sarcoma, igan-Dearborn College of Arts, Sci-

al reflects advances in the use of Bviraake | thyroid ences and Letters (CASL) Alumni

biomarkers to guide drug develop- laotrectnib) 3998 1) cer Affiliate Board of Directors and

ment and the more targeted deliv- Wémi:ﬂ‘:" and lung wish her the best luck for serving |

ery of medicine. We now have the SRR cancer. students.

Vodcurdfo LooOrcgy e 4

ability to make sure that the right
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Young Iraqi’'s American Engineer Spotlight:

\Hars/sah Jawad Al-Nawadi-PhD

By: Free Opinion Press

Hassan Jawad Al-Nawadi is Iraqi American
engineer majored in civil engineering, which
is sophisticated field that has a real impact on
people’s lives. A young Iraqi American man
who has passion to make a difference in peo-
ple’s lives through his professional experience.
We had a wonderful press meeting with him.
First, we would like to welcome you to the Free
Opinion spotlight section.

Why did you become an engineer? What
drew you to this filed? Could you please us
your story?

[ am Proudly an Iragi American young pro-
fessional person. I am originally from Iraq. I
was born in Thi-Qar governorate. I moved to
Baghdad-Camp Sarah, which located between
Al-Karrada and al-Ghadeer quarter. When
[ came to the United States particularly at
Rutgers University, I figured out all the other
communities such as Italian, Chinese, Polish,
Hindi have their own organizations except
Arabs and Iraqis. So, I decided to establish an
association or group to represent our commu-
nities. So that I Immediately established and
founded the Iraqi Cultural Club-ICC as one of
the official Rutgers University communities.
The main mission of this club is to change the
stereotype of the Arab image, and send a pos-
itive message to other communities especially
American people.

[ want to emphasize that we are as Iraqis and
Arab believe in love, peace, music, and co-
existence. The fact is I fully sponsored more
than six big festivals to introduce our culture,
heritage, and ethics to the western commu-
nities. I am also member of Iraqi engineer’s
syndicate, American Association of Univer-
sity Professors, American Teachers Federa-
tion, American Society for Civil Engineers,

American Concrete Institute, American Association of
Engineering and Education, Transportation research
board. Furthermore, I am a volunteer at international
Rescue committee, New Jersey Holmes services, New
York blood and Organ donor Center.

Engineering is the field of impossible where you could
successfully use your creativity to help make the world
a better place. Every professional engineer should have
a significant impact on creating great venues all over
the world.

“My main inspiration came from God who is the most
creative engineer”

What is the study path did you take to get into this
filed?

After high school, I earned my Bachelor in Civil En-
gineering and Construction Management degree from
university of Technology in Baghdad Iraq. Then Master

“My main inspiration came from
God who is the most
creative engineer”

science in concrete technology from the same Univer-
sity. After graduation, and because [ was ranked num-
ber one among all graduated colleges, I became a uni-
versity professor in 2006 at University of Technology.
Years later, | was appointed to become the head of the
Civil Engineering Department and the CEO of Engi-
neering Consultant Bureau at Thi-Qar University until
2012. Recently I was granted another Master degree in
civil engineering and Ph.D. In structural Engineering
from Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey. Right
now, I am working as Teacher Assistant in the afore-
mentioned University, and a member of Rutgers Infra-
structure Monitoring and Evaluation (RIME) Group.
Also, I'm leading Rutgers University Bridges Inspection
Team.

What is the typical day like in your lab?

As engineer, there is no typical day. So, you may come to class
then ended up monitoring field work. The schedule keeps
changing every day. But in general, the typical day includes
three things: Teaching, Supervising, and Field work.

You obviously enjoyed your engineering job right from
the beginning. But you must have met challenges along
the way. Do you have any advice for our youths facing chal-
lenges?

In life all work does include challenges. As a fact the challeng-
es make work more interesting. One of the non-forgettable
challenges was in 2013 while we were monitoring the structural
health of Garden state Parkway Bridge GSP-84.1 A near Atlan-
tic City. The inspection team (including me) tried to measure
the corrosion activities of this bridge by downloading the data
from sensors which were embedded in bridge deck 20 years ago,
but unfortunately, we couldn’t. So, we tried to contact the man-
ufacturing company of the multi element sensors, Canadian
Company. We spent about 2 hrs. calling them and the specialist
couldn’t find out how the sensors and equipment work! Here
was the challenge; either to try to settle down this matter or
quit the field work and make your Boss disappointed. I decided
not to give up but continue working. I used my own knowledge
and experience to have this problem solved. And fortunately, I
solved it, and the data had been downloaded successfully. For
my young Professionals colleagues, there is an American saying,
“if there is a will, there is a way”! I have personally find out that
is so!

The 5th Transitional Oncology Research Symposium

By: Akram Aldilaimi

The 5th Transitional Oncology Research Symposium hosted
at Henry Ford Hospital in collaboration with multiple health-
care professions and research disciplines engaged in cancer
health disparities. Henry Ford Hospital is part of the Henry
Ford Health System, one of the country’s largest health care
systems and a national leader in clinical care, research, and
education. Much of Henry Ford Hospital research is transla-
tional in nature - from bench to bedside. There is a significant
amount of research underway to study different approaches
to fight against cancer disease. The theme of this multidisci-
plinary cancer symposium focused on “moving toward equity
in cancer prevention, care, and outcomes” which intended for
the scientific and clinical community.

This wonderful symposium features many expert speakers
representing multiple healthcare professions. Some of the
transitional oncology research topics discussed in this event
were: Addressing racial tobacco cessation disparities by Mon-
ica Webb-Hooper, - Ph.D., Racial variation in uptake of the
HPV vaccine among adolescents by Christine Joseph-PhD,
Henry Ford Health system demographic-based screening and
community outreach. Advancing cancer disparities research:
an opportunity for translational research and precision med-
icine by Tiffany Wallace, Ph.D., National Cancer Institute. Tif-
fany’s presentation provided us a brief review of the field dis-
parities research, including discussion of recent advances and
current challenges. In addition, NCI’s priorities for promoting
cancer disparities research and recent NCI initiatives.

Dr. Dhananjay Chitale took us through an impressive jour-
ney through immune Microenvironment in Estrogen Recep-
tor-positive Early Invasive Breast cancer in different ethnic
groups. His presentation provided us with a brief review of
the immune microenvironment in ER+BC and its Molecular
subtype and its correlation with other clinicopathological
characteristics.

In addition, prostate cancer tumor heterogeneity research
by Nallasivam Palanisamy, Ph.D. given the distinct ancestral

(Henry Ford Hospital)

background of the African American genome, there may be a
fundamental molecular difference that may drive the prostate
cancer differently compared with other ethnic groups. Recent
studies on in-depth molecular characterization of prostate
cancer using next-generation sequencing approach revealed
extensive genetic aberrations in different regions of prostate
cancer, however, drier o targetable aberration with the spec-
trum of complex molecular is not identified other than re-
vealing the genomic complexity of the disease. His study at-
tempted to characterize the prostate cancer landscape using
whole mount radical prostatectomy specimens to understand
molecular differences in each tumor foci in African American
prostate cancer compared with Caucasian prostate cancer.
Moreover, Dr. Eleanor Walker Presentation provided us with
an overview of the use of exercises during cancer treatment in
addition to its use as part of a patient’s long terms survival. Dr.
Walker had emphasized the importance of physical activity
exercise during and after cancer treatment can help mitigate
health disparities through health equity.

Furthermore, Dr. Nadia Haque the Director Precision Medi-
cine Program provided us an overview of HFCI’s analytic capa-

bilities, roadmap, and use in health disparities
review-through reviews care pathway, dash-
board, survival curves, and advanced analytics
project.

It was a great event that updated us with new
information and knowledge about the cutting
edge of Medicine fighting against cancer. Fi-
nally, cancer is not one mutation, it's many
mutations on different cells that work together
to drive disease and scientists need to targets
cancers based on DNA, rather than where the
tumor was originally formed for shifting to-
ward new cancer treatment approach based on
tumor genetics.
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TWO YEARS ANNIVERSARY

LANSING, Mich. - Governor-elect
Gretchen Whitmer and Lieutenant Gov-
ernor-elect Garlin Gilchrist today an-
nounced their plans to celebrate the 2019
Inauguration with the people of Michi-
gan, including a swearing-in ceremony at
the state Capitol in Lansing followed
by a celebration in Detroit on Jan-
uary 1, 2019.
“We know the importance of
building bridges here in Mich-
igan, and that is why we
want to share this inau-

,/I gural celebration with

everyone who calls our
oreat state home,”
said Governor-elect
Whitmer. “We are
ready to roll up our
sleeves and get to
work, and on this day,
we acknowledge we are all
Michiganders and we can accom-

Dingell Elected to House Democratic Leadership Position

Dingell: Free Opinion Press

WASHINGTON, DC -Congress-
woman Debbie Dingell (D-MI) was
elected by her colleagues to serve as

ald Trump could become President. I
listened to people in my district and
many of them didn’t think Democrats

Co-Chair of the House Democratic
Policy and Communications Com-
mittee (DPCC).

Dingell will work with DPCC Chair
David Cicilline (D-RI) and fellow
Co-Chairs Ted Lieu (D-CA) and
Matt Cartwright (D-PA) to develop
the Caucus policy agenda and com-
munications strategy:.

“Thank you to my colleagues who
elected me to serve as a Co-Chair of
the Democratic Policy and Commu-
nications Committee. It's an honor
to join my colleagues David Cicil-
line, Ted Lieu, and Matt Cartwright
to help shape Democratic strategy
and message for the next two years”
Dingell said.

“Two years ago, I predicted Don-

cared about them. During the next
two years, no matter your district or
background, we have to listen to the
working men and women and show
them we are going to deliver on is-
sues that matter to them. They want
good-paying jobs; access to quality,
affordable healthcare; and after work-
ing a lifetime they want to have a safe
and secure retirement. They want sta-
ble trade policies that keep manufac-
turing jobs in our country, and protec-
tions that keep our air and water clean
while conserving the environment for
generations to come.”

Democrats also take seriously their
Constitutional responsibility to hold
the Administration accountable and
to protect the fundamental civil rights

plish great things, together.”

“There’s so much to celebrate on January 1, and
I'm excited to have the people of Michigan join
us for Inauguration,” said Lieutenant Gover-
nor-elect Gilchrist. “I'm humbled to be sworn
inas Michigan’s first black Lieutenant Governor
and the first Lieutenant Governor from the city
of Detroit. I look forward to sharing that mo-
ment with people from every corner of state.”
Following the swearing-in ceremony at the
Michigan Capitol, which is free and open to the
public, a celebration will be hosted at the Cobo
Center in Detroit. The theme for the evening is
“Building Bridges Together,” underscoring the
Governor-elect’s commitment to working with
a diverse group of stakeholders on the issues
most important to Michigan citizens. Tickets
are now available to the public for purchase at
michiganinaugural.org.

The Governor-elect and Lieutenant Gover-
nor-elect will also host a series of community
“Whitmer Winter Warmup” events in Detroit,
Flint, Grand Rapids and Marquette in the weeks

of freedom of religion, speech and the press.
“Democrats in Congress are already working
hard for the American people, and I look
forward to working with every single mem-
ber of the Democratic Caucus. I'm honored
to serve among leadership.”

Michigan Residents Invited to Participate
in Inaugural Celebrations

following January 1st. These
family-friendly events will be
free to the public. More details
will follow on those events,
though RSVPs can be submitted
starting today at michiganinau-
gural.org.
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Fordson High School’s Newest Instruments
and the Organization That Made it Happen

Dearborn Education Foundation (DEF) , Fordson
High School and several Foundation members vis-
ited the Fordson High School to present them with
new band and orchestra instruments funded by
DEF. Dan Taylor, Fordson High Schools band teach-
er, put in a grant request for instruments needed to
help his students better their music education. His
request was approved, and the instruments were
one step closer to being in his classroom. “It’s really
nice having a foundation that’s so active and rais-
es a lot of money,” said Taylor. Foundation board
and committee members Susan Dabaja, Thomas
Wall, Jim Thorpe, Nofila Haider, John Zadikian,
Hussein Hachem, and Christine Sipperley, stopped
by the school to present the new equipment to
the students, along with Mr. Taylor, and Fordson
High School principal Heyam Alcodray. Once the
Executive Director of DEF, Chastity Townsend, an-
nounced that the Foundation had funded the in-

struments, students grew curious and asked to learn
more about the non-profit organization.

“There is no doubt in my mind that the more people
who know about our foundation and what we do, the
better,” said Zadikian, a board member of the Foun-
dation and former band student. Amongst the fund-
ed percussion instruments were orchestral chimes,
musical triangles, tambourines and a guiro. “We're
really thankful for everything that was donated,” said
Marwa, a gth grade student and first year band mem-
ber at Fordson High. The Foundation was thrilled to
be able to present the equipment to the class. The
organization supports all student programs and aims
to fund as much as it can. Providing classroom tools
is something that the Foundation likes to do when
school budgets can'’t cover the costs. “This is why we
do what we do - it’s for the advancement of Dearborn
students, and this gives them a way to express their
creativity through music,” said Townsend.

“If you ask me, we can’t have too much in the way of arts program-
ming in any of our schools. I'm an advocate for it, | always have been
and always will be and I will definitely push for more arts and mu-
sic education in the schools through my position on the board with
the Foundation,” added Zadikian, “the Foundation is one of the Dis-
trict’s best kept secrets.”



